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What Does the Bible Say About the Essentiality of Baptism?

1.) The Bible records many situations in which sinners heard the message of the Gospel and became saved through faith in Christ.   Review them to discover the centrality of baptism to each conversion: 


a. The Jews at Pentecost (Acts 2:22-38)

b. The people of Samaria (Acts 8:5-13)

c. The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:35-38)

d. Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:18 & 22:12-16)

e. Cornelius & his household (Acts 10:34-48)

f. Lydia (Acts 16:14-15)

g. The Phillipian Jailor (Acts 16:31-34)

h. The Corinthians (Acts 18:8)

Is Baptism specifically mentioned in “every case of conversion” in the New Testament?  See Acts 13:12; Acts 13:48; 17:11-12.   What do these passages teach us about whether baptism is essential to salvation?   

2.) What passages in the Bible speak about the link between water baptism and salvation?  Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38;  Matthew 28:19; I Peter 3:18-21; Galatians 3:36-27; I Corinthians 12:12-13; Ephesians 5:25-27; John 3:5.  Are there any passage in the Bible that declare baptism to be unessential/optional/unconnected to salvation?

3.) Note the symbolic nature of baptism.  Romans 6:1-11 & Colossians 2:12.  How does this relate to the necessity of baptism?
4.) Many Christian teachers have urged would-be Christian to say a “sinners’ prayer” in order to be saved:

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. In Your Name.  Amen.
Proponents of the sinners’ prayer often argue that those who insist upon baptism are teaching a works-based salvation in which the sinner is attempting to “earn” salvation.  Comparing baptism and the saying of the sinners’ prayer, is one any more a salvation-earning “work” than the other?  Why/Why not?  Read carefully I Peter 3:21, as translated in the ESV, or NASB.
5.) What does the account of the “thief on the cross” teach us about the essentiality of baptism? Luke 23:36-43.  Could the thief on the cross have prayed the sinner’s prayer?  Why/why not?  Note that, the terms under which God executes His judgment, and extends His grace, and mercy to the world changed completely after Jesus died for the sins of mankind and was resurrected. See Romans 2:12-15; Acts 17:29-31.  Note the account of the Ephesian “disciples” in Acts 19:1-4, how does this account demonstrate this change?

6.) Why would followers of Christ who are trying to remain true to the Inspired Word in other areas, overlook/misunderstand/misinterpret this one particular teaching?  
