Taking it with you   ---   December 22 lessons
Jacob’s Vow to the Lord
Introduction:  We have noticed in our Wednesday night studies that much has been said 

                        about “vows”.  A vow was not an understood commitment to be
                        faithful to God’s law as expressed in His “covenant” with Israel.  A vow

                        to God was a “voluntary” pledge or promise to either give something to the

                        Lord or to do something in God’s service. This meant giving or doing

                        something above and beyond what the law required.

                        A vow could either be conditional or unconditional. Hannah  and 
                        Jephthah both made “conditional vows”, promising certain things to the
                        Lord if He would grant their requests.  An unconditional vow was when

                        would promise a certain gift or act of service without expecting anything

                        in return. This would be the case with the Nazirite vow and most vows

                        mentioned in the law.

                       We would assume that the reason that one would obligate themselves to 

                        giving or doing something beyond what the Lord required was because of

                        love or a desire to show one’s dedication to the Lord, or out of a deep 

                        sense of endebtedness. 

I. The patriarch, Jacob, makes a significant vow in Genesis 28.

A.  Jacob had been sent away by Isaac and Rebekah to find a wife who was not from the daughters of Canaan (Gen. 27:46—28:5).  Rebekah and Jacob more urgently realized that Esau intended to kill him (27:41-45).
B. As Jacob is journeying he has a dream in which God reveals himself (28:10-15).

1. Jacob had not shown himself to be a good man. He had not seemed to have appreciated the goodness and faith of Abraham and Isaac.

C. The dream causes Jacob to awaken to a desire to fear and acknowledge God and that there is a greater sphere of being beyond this world (28:16-17).

D. Jacob makes a vow in which he promises to honor God if the Lord will be with him and protect and supply his needs (28:18-22).
II. The Lord fulfilled Jacob’s request in abundance.

A.  Jacob will live for 20 years with Laban and despite the efforts of Laban to deceive Jacob and take advantage of his labor and management,  God yet blesses Jacob far beyond what he could have ever imagined (notice 31:41-42).
B. As Jacob returns home he pleads with God to give him safety.  He understands that he has not deserved God’s blessings and also seems to recognize that he does not deserve for Esau to welcome him peacefully (cf. 32:1—12).

C. Jacob and his family are able to return in safety. The record tells us of a very heart stirring scene as Esau meets his brother and embraces and kisses him (cf. 33:1-11).

III. After 10 years it seems that Jacob had allowed his circumstances to interfere with his “remembering” the vow he had taken.   He had come to settle near Shechem,  rather than Bethel, where he had his dream and made his vow. God instructs him that all of their idols needed to be put away and they need to move back to Bethel and build an altar there (cf. 35:1-7).

As Jacob obeys the Lord,  God calls him by a new name, Israel and renews the promise He had first made to Abraham and Isaac.
Conclusion:  Although Christians live under a new covenant where we no longer bind 

                      ourselves to the kind of vows we read about under the law, yet they are

                      promises which we have made to keep as a result of all that God has done

                      for us in Christ. It is easy to become distracted by all that goes on around us 

                      and so we need to frequently reflect on what we have pledged before God.

Who is a Christian?
Introduction: There are many different answers which might be given depending on what
                       exactly one wanted to emphasize in regard to one being a child of God.

                       Someone might simply say, “A Christian is one who has believed and been

                       baptized for the remission of sins” and another might say “A Christian is 

                       one who has made Christ the Lord of their life.” There are many correct
                       answers which one might give.

I.        One answer which some might overlook is the new relationship that one has come to have with God through the Holy Spirit.

A.  Paul clearly identifies one who is truly in Christ in Romans 8.

1.  They will be one who does not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit (8:1). 

2. They will thus be spiritually minded, not carnally minded (8:5-6).

3. This is the same as being “led” by the Spirit (8:14).

4. This indicates the Spirit dwells in us and Christ is within us (8:9-11).

5. One puts to death the deeds of the flesh as he is guided by the Spirit’s influence (8:13).

B.  Ephesians 5:18f also describes those who are filled by the “Spirit”

1. They speak to others in “psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.”

2. They sing with melody in their hearts to the Lord.

3. They give thanks to the Father always for all things.

4. They submit to one another in the fear of God.

C. Galatians 5 indicates that those “walking in the Spirit” will be developing the  “fruits of the Spirit” (5:16, 22f) which include:

1. Love

2. Joy

3. Peace

4. Longsuffering

5. Kindness

6. Goodness

7. Faithfulness

8. Gentleness

9. Self-control

Conclusion:  True Christianity is only possible if the Spirit dwells within us and is

                       guiding us day by day.  Each Christian should examine themselves 

                       to see if their daily lives show they are being guided by the Spirit. 

