Taking it with you  --- December 8 lesson   “The Time to Praise God”
Introduction:   The book of Psalms was known as  “the book of praise” by the people of Israel. In 

                        repeated sections we read wonderful expressions of worship and adoration offered up to

                        the Father.  The inspired writers declared, “From the rising of the sun to its going down,

                        The LORD’S name is to be praised” (Psalm 113:3). 

                        Very often the psalmists would speak of offering up their worship when among his 

                        brethren and especially in times when assembled together. David sang, “I will declare 
                        Your name to my brethren, in the midst of the assembly I will praise You” and “My 
                         praise shall be of You in the great assembly” (cf. Psalms 22:22, 25).

                        While God’s people will look forward to occasions when they can worship God with

                        others, they understand that a desire to express “praise” to God should be daily.  A

                        true disciple will feel as the writer says, “Let my mouth be filled with your praise and
                        with Your glory all the day”  and  “I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing to

                        my God while I have my being” (Psa. 71:8  and 104:33).

                        God’s people offer up praise because they recognize the greatness of His being and His

                        works. They are especially  mindful of His acts of redemption and the faithfulness of His

                        covenant (cf. Psalms 111:1-9).
I. Paul and Silas showed their desire to “praise” God in the trying circumstances they faced in Philippi  (Acts 16:16—34).
A. They had been unjustly seized and falsely accused of encouraging lawlessness before the city’s magistrates for freeing a slave girl from a spirit of divination that possessed her (Acts 16:16f).
B. Their clothes were torn off and they were beaten with rods (Acts 16:22f).

C. They were thrown into the inner prison and their feet were fastened in stocks (Acts 16:23-24).

1. Many individuals would have been tempted in such moments to feel sorry for themselves and resisted any inclinations to offer up praise.  
D. Paul and Silas showed that praise of God is always appropriate no matter how dark the situation or how severe the opposition.

1. They were praying and singing hymns to God at midnight (Acts 16:25).

a. The other prisoners were listening to them  (16:25f).
2. Perhaps Paul and Silas remembered the suffering of  the 12 apostles in Jerusalem when they were threatened and mistreated (Acts 5:40f).

3. No doubt they remembered the words of Jesus who declared the “blessedness” that would come to those who were persecuted for “righteousness sake” (Matthew 5:10f).

4. Paul himself had been stoned and left for dead at Lystra (Acts 14:19f). He understood what had so often occurred among those who spoke God’s Word.
E. Their praise of God not only showed the genuine desire of their heart but it helped encourage the jailor to seek salvation in the great and all powerful God whom these men served (Acts 16:27f).

II. The God who is worthy of man’s praise.

A.  He is the great Creator of all things  (cf.  Psalm 104:1, 5,  24;  Psalm 19:1;  Psalm 8:1;   Isaiah  45:18,  44:24).  

B. He is the benevolent Provider of all His creation  (Psalm   145:1-7,  14-16).

C. He is the compassionate Father who pities man  (Psalm  103: 1-4, 8, 10-13, 17).

D. He is the righteous judge of all men and the refuge of His people (Psalm 9:1-2, 7-8, 9-10).

Conclusion:  All who truly understand the wonderful nature of God’s work and being will seek to
                      praise Him with all of their heart (Psalm 86:12).
