The Book of Numbers

Lesson 7 (Important events spanning many years—17:1-21:35)

Overview: 

  We have seen that the account in Numbers does not really seem to address events during most of the 40 year period of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness.  We assume the budding of Aaron’s staff (Num. 17) may have occurred relatively soon after their refusal to enter Canann, but then, the text seems to “jump” forward  to the disobedience of Moses and Aaron in chapter 20, (which seems to occur fairly late in the 40 year period).  
  This study will first, very briefly cover the contents of chapters 17-19, (which we were unable to discuss last week) and then we will begin to give more extensive attention to chapters 20-21.

 Questions:
1. What was the test of chapter 17 designed to resolve?  How is this related to chapter 16?   What was the result of the test?  How did some react at the result and why (17:12-13)?

2. While God had selected Aaron and his family to serve Him in a special way, what did they have  to bear in regard to the tabernacle (18:1-5)?  What were the Levites to do according to God’s plan?  What is serving as a priest called in 18:7?
3. What provisions had God made for the priests (18:8-19)?   What was the ultimate portion which was given to them (18:20)?    What provisions were made for the Levites (18:21-24)?  What was still required, however, of the Levites (18:26f)?
4.  One of the matters which we have seen frequent references to in the law is the need for a purification process whether there has been a physical defilement (such as touching a corpse, etc) or there has been spiritual defilement through sin. Chapter 19 provides us with some insights about the purification process that the priest was to oversee.  What was the penalty for one not being purified once they have become unclean (19:20)?
5. While the month of the year is referred to 20:1, the year of their sojourn is not.  What are we told occurred at this time?    What problem did the people face and how did they respond (20:2—5)?   What did Moses and Aaron appropriately do as they faced this situation (20:6)?
6. What did God tell Moses and Aaron to do (20:7-8)?   What change did they make in what the Lord had commanded (20:9-11)?   How would you seek to explain this failure on Moses’ part to others?  (also note Numbers 27:12-14 and Deuteronomy 32:48-52).
7. What was the consequence of this act of disobedience?   Do you have any thoughts as to why God may have settled upon this consequence rather than any other?
8. What was the purpose of Moses sending messengers to the king of Edom (20:14f)?   What was the response and what did Israel than do?   If God was with Israel why were His people still subject to the whims of such actions by men?
9. What happened at Hormah (21:1-3)?   What happened to the people as they journeyed around Edom (21:4-5)?  What did the Lord send among them and what happened to many (21:6)? What did the people do in 21:7 and how did Moses respond?    What did God provide as a way for men to be healed?   How is this related to Jesus in John 3:14-15?
10. What request is made of Sihon (21:21f) and what was his response?  Why is this matter handled differently, do you think, than the situation with Edom (21:23—26)?   Who is Og and what happened when he went out to battle against Israel (21:33-35)?
