The Book of Numbers

Lesson 6— (Various sins of rebellion  15:32—19:22)  
Review:

  One of our chief objectives in chapters 11—21 is to take note of the way that God dealt with sins in Israel  (whether committed by individuals, several people, or even the majority of the nation).  The time span of these chapters  (11-21) includes their first days after leaving Mt. Sinai up through their complaints which appear to come near the end of their stay in the wilderness.  Since the sending of the serpents seems to be towards the end of their wanderings we notice that there is nothing that seems to be said of the greatest part of their 40 year sojourn. The text seems to jump from the budding of Aaron’s rod in chapter 17 (which we assume to be quite early after their refusal to go into Canaan) to  Miriam’s death and Moses’ disobedience in chapter 20 (which we assume to be late in the 40 year period).  

  What must be noticed is that God dealt swiftly and in a way which many might consider quite severely when the people violated His laws.  There is one other episode of sin (outside of these chapters) given in Numbers. It is when the people were enticed into immorality with the women of Moab in chapter 25.  24,000 are put to death by God in punishment and Phinehas, Aaron’s grandson, will drive a javelin through the body of an Israelite man and a Moabite woman to stay the plague.  This section of Numbers is certainly among those which some try to use in asserting that the God of the Old Testament is quite different than the gracious, forgiving God revealed to us in the New Testament. Such efforts fail, however, to see how often God did show mercy, granting forgiveness to the people of Israel, and how the N.T. encourages God’s people to “fear Him who can destroy both body and soul” (Matthew 10:28).  There should be no question of whether the God of Scripture is portrayed both as One of unbelievable compassion and mercy and yet will deal justly with those who are unrepentant and would behave with contempt towards Him.
Question:  (Several of the opening questions are taken from last week)

1. How was it decided what to do with the man collecting wood on the Sabbath day (15:32f? ) Why do you think such a severe penalty was inflicted upon him

2. What complaint did Korah (with others) bring in 16:1f?   What does Moses propose should be done to solve the matter?   What rebuke did Moses speak to them and how was it received (16:8—14)?

3. What were each of these men to do the next day and what was the purpose for this (16:16f)? What did God wish to do at this time (16:21)?  What did Moses and Aaron ask of God?

4. What happened to these men and their families and what was the reaction of Israel (16:23-35)? What was to be done with the censers of these men and for what reason (16:36f)?

5. What did the people come protesting on the next day (16:41f)?   How did God respond to this protest by the people?

6. What did Moses tell Aaron to do and for what reason (16:46f)?   Was it effective in stopping the plague?  How many people died in the plague?

7. Do you think that God was too harsh in dealing with the people because of  these sins in chapters 14—16?  
8. What was the test of chapter 17 designed to resolve?   What was the result of the test?  How did some react at the result and why (17:12-13)?

9. While God had selected Aaron and his family to serve Him in a special way, what warnings do you feel are issued in chapter 18?  What did God intend in regard to the Levites?  What provisions had God made for the care of the Levites and priests?

10.  While the Levites and priests would not receive a portion of land as an inheritance (as the other tribes would), what does God say was their inheritance (18:20)?   What was the tithe intended for?
11.  One of the matters which we have seen frequent references to in the law is the need for a purification process whether there has been a physical defilement (such as touching a corpse, etc) or there has been spiritual defilement through sin. Chapter 19 provides us with some insights about the purification process that the priest was to oversee.  What was the penalty for one not being purified once they have become unclean (19:20)?
