The Book of Numbers

Lesson 3—Journeying Towards the Promised Land (Num. 10:11—12:16)
Review:  
  It is not until we come to Numbers 10 that God directs Israel to leave Mt. Sinai and travel northwards towards the land of Canaan.  Teachers differ on exactly how to calculate the time referred to Exodus 19:1 when the Israelites come to Mt. Sinai, but we are safe to say that they spend about a year in the shadow of the mountain. 

 At Mt. Sinai they have been allowed to see a representation of God’s glory upon the mountain and hear His voice.  He has given them His law and instructed them in the building of the tabernacle that He might dwell among them.  He has taught them about acceptable sacrifice and worship and  bestowed  mercy when they sinned grievously. The year should have been one that increased their faith and their understanding of God. They should have left the mountain well prepared to follow God wherever He would lead them.
 The opening  nine and half chapters have shown instructions being given for counting those able to go to war from each tribe, numbering  of the Levites and the firstborn among the people,  gifts brought for use at the tabernacle and to be used by the Levites in their work, the duties of the three distinct families of Levites, some sundry instructions (such as the Nazirite vow), fashioning and use of silver trumpets, and Israel celebrating the first annual observance of the Passover since leaving Egypt.
Questions:
1. What happened in Numbers 10:11 and what was it to signal for the nation (9:17f)?  Did the nation do as God directed?   
2. What did Moses ask of Hobab, the son of Reuel (10:29—32)?  How long did the people journey on this first segment of their journey (10:33)?  What would Moses say whenever the ark set out and what would he say when it rested (10:35-36)?

3. What happened in 11:1?  What did God do in response?  Why do you think this was such a serious error on the part of Israel?   How were the people delivered (11:2)?  What was the place called thereafter and why name the place (11:3)?
4. What did the people crave in 11:4f?  Who initiated this unrest and what memories were at the heart of their complaints?  What occurred in Exodus 16:1f and what provision had God made for feeding the people?
5. What does the complaint of the people lead Moses to express (11:10-15)?  What did the Lord do in response and what do you envision God was trying to teach the people (11:18-20; 11:31-34)?  
6. What did the Lord do so the burden upon Moses alone would not seem so great (11:16-17, 11:24-30)?  What were some upset about in 11:26f and what was the response of Moses?
7. What did Miriam and Aaron do in 12:1-2?  What is said of Moses in 12:3?   How does the incident in 11:26f help demonstrate the attitude of Moses in regard to such matters?

8.  Why is it apparent that God wanted the people to know the distinction between His use and regard of Moses and any other individuals (12:4f)?
9. What punishment was levied upon Miriam?  Do you have thoughts about why Aaron was not punished  here in a similar way (remember the work God charged the High Priest with among your considerations)?
