
Lesson 2: “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD” – Paul in Athens (Acts 17:1-34) 
 
Review 
In chapter 16, Paul and Silas sail from Troas to Neapolis after being forbidden by the Holy Spirit 
to preach the Word in Asia and being told in a vision to come to Macedonia.  In Philippi, they 
find a receptive heart in Lydia, a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira.  Hence, a woman 
from a city in Asia becomes the first convert in Europe.  After healing a girl who is possessed 
with a spirit of divination, Paul and Silas are thrown into prison by the girl’s slave masters.  In 
the process, they are beaten with rods and kept in an inner prison with their feet in stocks.  At 
midnight, Paul and Silas are heard praying and singing praises to God at which point an 
earthquake shakes the foundations of the prison, opens all the doors, and loosens everyone’s 
chains.  The jailer awakens from sleep, assumes that all the prisoners have escaped, and starts 
to take his own life.  Paul pleads with him to not harm himself given that no prisoners have 
escaped.  The jailer asks, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  Paul and Silas preach the gospel to 
him and his household with the jailer bringing them into his house and washing their stripes.  
The next day the magistrates attempt to have Paul and Silas depart quietly, but Paul invokes 
their Roman citizenship to force the magistrates to make the request themselves.  Paul and 
Silas leave and return to the house of Lydia where they encourage the Philippian brethren. 
 
Paul in Thessalonica 
1. “As was his custom” (17:2) – why would Paul traditionally start with preaching to the Jews 

in the synagogues if he was called to preach to the Gentiles (9:15; 22:21) and had previously 
“shaken the dust from his feet” and stated he was going to the Gentiles (13:45-46,51)? 

 
 
 
 
2. What is Paul’s approach to teaching Christ to the Thessalonians in 17:2-3 and how would 

this relate to his background (9:22; 22:3)? 
 
 
 
 
3. What is the reaction of the Jews to Paul and Silas in Thessalonica and with what do they 

charge them (17:4-9)? 
 
 
 
 
Paul in Berea 
4. How did the audience in Berea differ from that of Thessalonica and what was the result?  

What is the lesson for us today (17:11-12)? 
 
 



Paul in Athens 
5. How do the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers describe Paul and what is their interest in the 

gospel (17:18-21)? 
 
 
 
6. How does Paul open his sermon on Mars Hill, and what is the lesson for us as we teach 

others (17:22-23)? 
 
 
 
7. Paul addresses the Athenians by drawing a contrast between God as Creator and their idols 

as created.  What qualities of God does Paul highlight in the following verses, and how does 
each contrast to the Athenians’ idolatry (17:24-29; Romans 1:20-23)? 
 
“Made the world and everything in it” (17:24) – 
 
“Lord of heaven and earth” (17:24) – 
 
“Does not dwell in temples made with hands” (17:24) – 
 
“Is not worshiped/served with men’s hands as though he needed anything” (17:25) – 
 
“Gives to all life and breadth and all things” (17:25) – 
 
“Has made from one every nation of men” (17:26) – 
 
“Has determined pre-appointed times and boundaries of their habitation” (17:26) – 
 
“So that they should seek the Lord” (17:27) – 
 
“In Him we live and move and have our being” (17:28) – 
 
“The Divine nature is not like gold, or silver, or stone, or an image formed by the art and 
thought of man” (17:29) – 
 

8. What 3 points does Paul make in his closing that ties together His description of God as 
Creator (17:30-31)? 
 
 
 

9. How does the audience reacts to Paul’s sermon and what causes them to react that way 
(17:32-34) 

 


