Leviticus—Lesson 8







       August 14, 2013

Sabbaths, Jubilee & Redemption
1.) In Leviticus 23:3, God instructs the Israelites regarding the keeping of the Sabbath, as He had already done through the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:8-11).  Was the Law of Moses the first introduction the Israelites had to the idea of keeping the Sabbath? See Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 16:23.

2.) To define how one “keeps” the Sabbath, one must define the term “work.”  What did Jesus teach regarding God’s intention regarding Sabbath-keeping?  Matthew 12:9-14.  How does Deuteronomy 5:12-15 help us understand God’s purpose in commanding the people to keep the Sabbath?   See also Psalm 127:1-2; Eccl. 11:1-4.

3.) In addition to keeping of the weekly Sabbath, what other Sabbath did God command the people to keep in Leviticus 25:1-7?  According to the blessings and cursings in Leviticus 26, how did the concept of Sabbaths play in to God’s instructions to the people?

4.) God commands the Israelites further the people to consecrate a year of Jubilee after seven sevens of years.  See Lev. 25:8-22.  How were the people to expect to survive if they were not allowed to reap and sow in the 49th and 50th years?   Other than not planting crops, how else was the year of Jubilee observed?

5.) While the year of Jubilee would have provided hope for impoverished Israelites, the law of Redemption provided a second source of hope.  See Leviticus 25:23-34 & 47-55.  What ultimate impact did the Law of Redemption have on property rights for the people of Israel?

6.) Under the law of redemption, what had to be true of a redeemer?  What other laws in Israel similarly declared a special role for a “near kinsman” or “redeemer?”  See Numbers 27:1-11; Deut 25:5-10; Ruth 4.        

