Leviticus—Lesson 6







          July 24, 2013

You Shall Love Your Neighbor As Yourself (19:9-18 & 32-37)
1.) According to 19:9-10. how were the Israelites to show compassion for the poor?  See also Deut 24:19-22.  Note the repeated theme of concern for the poor in Scripture (see, e.g. Psalms 12:5; Psalms 82:1-4; Proverbs 14:31; 17:5; Isaiah 3:14-15; Ezekiel 16:49; Luke 14:12-14; Matthew 25:31-46.  In what concrete ways can we as Christians similarly show a love and concern for the poor? 

2.) In addition to the poor, God calls for an appropriate love and compassion for what other vulnerable groups of people in this chapter?  Is this not also a constant refrain throughout God’s word?  See passages above, as well as Deuteronomy 24:17; 27:19; Psalm 94:1-11; James 1:27.  In what concrete ways can we as Christians similarly show a love and concern for the vulnerable?  See Matthew 9:36.

3.) Although God called for compassion and mercy for certain populations, he also stressed the importance of impartiality, fairness and justice in dealing with others.   What specific teachings do we see in this area in Chapter 19?   How are these teachings repeated for us in other areas of Scripture? See  Proverbs 20:23; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 4:1; James 2:1-4; 

4.) God declared that the Israelites must “not hate your brother in your heart but shall reason frankly with your neighbor.”  19:17.  How do these two teachings relate to each other?  Note the similar advice given to us as Christians.  Matthew 18:15; Ephesians 4:15-16 & 25-27; Matthew 5:22-24.   

5.) In 19:32, God taught the Israelites to honor the elderly.  Note that this theme is also repeated throughout Scripture.  See Proverbs 16”31 & 20:29; Job 8:8-10; Ephesians 6:1-3.  How can we better put this teaching into practice today?  

