The Book of Exodus

Lesson 8—The Golden Calf, Breaking the Covenant (32:1—34:35)

Review:
 Last week we noted the instructions given for building the tabernacle and its courtyard, and all the holy items to be used in these areas. Additionally we began to look at the design for the priests’ clothing, especially the high priest. Most notable were those pieces which showed  he represented the people as he came before God. 

The assigned readings for last week also included instructions for the consecration of the priests, making a holy anointing oil and the importance of keeping the Sabbath.
Moses was up upon the mountain for 40 days (24:18), and when God was through giving these instructions to him,  the Lord  “… gave Moses  the two tablets of the Testimony” (31:18, NKJV).  Tragically, the most unthinkable things happened as the people grew impatient for Moses to return. They turned aside from God’s covenant and allowed their carnal passions to take control.
Questions:

1. Were there hardships the people were suffering while Moses was gone?  What had the priests and 70 elders seen  less than 6 weeks prior (24:13-14)?   Had God left them without leadership?

2. How did Aaron respond to the people’s pressure? In what ways did they soon violate the law? What seems to be implied by Aaron’s words in 32:5?
3. What was God feeling and what did He propose (32:9-10)?  What was the chief points of Moses plea?  Describe the tablets?  What did Moses do with them as he drew near the camp?

4. What actions did Moses further take? What did he ask Aaron and what was his response? What did Moses hope to achieve by approaching God again?  What shows his commitment to them?
5. What did God say He would not do and why (33:3)?  What separate place did Moses go to speak with God? Where was it located?   What does Moses finally entreat the Lord to do (33:12-17)?  What did Moses request (33:18f)?

6. What is next done (34:1f and see Deut. 10:1f)?  What does Moses ask again (34:9)?  How does God respond (34:10-27)?  How long was Moses there this time?  What unusual thing reflected that Moses had been in God’s presence?
