The Book of Exodus
Lesson 5—Israel Comes to Sinai, the Law is given (19:1—23:33)
Review:
  The journey from Egypt began on the fifteenth day of the first month (see 12:6—12) and the record says they came to the Wilderness of Sin some 30 days later (16:1).  They will then continue their journey coming to Mt. Sinai some 45 days from the time they began their journey (19:1). Along the way the people sin against the Lord by grumbling and complaining (particularly about not having water and an abundance of food)—and  God makes miraculous provision for them  (15:22f; 16:3f; 17:2f ).   They will battle Amalek on their journey causing God to foretell the eventual destruction of the Amalekites (17:8-16 ), and in chapter 18 Jethro will advise Moses in regard to judging the people (18:13f).
Israel at Mt. Sinai

  The stay of Israel at Mt. Sinai will be extensive, with the main features being: 1) Moses receiving and delivering the Law,   2) the rebellion of Israel,  3)  the intercession of Moses and renewing of the covenant,  4) the building of the tabernacle and its contents, the priests clothing, etc.     The book closes showing that 10 months after coming to Mt. Sinai, Moses will be instructed to set up the tabernacle (cf. Exo. 40:1-2). 
  We will later note that while the book of Numbers begins by giving us the instructions and results of a census taken on the first day of the second month of the second year after coming out of Egypt (Num. 1:1), the nation will celebrate the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month of the second year according the Lord’s instructions (cf. Numbers 9:1-5; Lev. 23:5; Exo. 12:2-3,6).  The details of how God led them on their journey, first up to Kadesh Barnea and then during the 40 years in the wilderness are described in Numbers 9:17f.  Moses then writes that they traveled from the Wilderness of Mt. Sinai (i.e. from the mountain of the Lord cf. Numbers 10:33),  on the twentieth day of the second month of the second year (Numbers 10:11). Almost a year has been spent at the mountain by Israel.  Thus as we come to Exodus 19 we recognize that all of the remainder of Exodus  up through the few events described in Leviticus ( it is mainly a book of instruction) and going through Numbers 10 take place at Mt. Sinai. 
Questions:
1. What ideas should we understand when we think about a “covenant” existing between men and God?  What other Bible characters do we know that God established a covenant with?  Be prepared to compare the nature of those covenants with the one given to Israel.
2. Describe part of the physical spectacle which the children of Israel saw and heard as God came down upon the mountain?  Why do you think God appeared to them in such a fashion?  What did they ask of Moses in chapter 21?
3. As you move into some of the laws given in chapter 21 (and following) we realize there are matters which are for Israel as a people and nation and  thus distinctive from God’s expectations of other peoples.  Give a few examples of some of these.

4. What is obvious about 9 of the first 10 laws according to Romans 13:8-10?  Why would we say that the law regarding the Sabbath is not binding on Christians if these other laws are still binding?   Do these laws cause you to suppose that the Old Law was concerned only with external “do’s” and “don’ts” and not with the heart of men?  Be prepared to defend your thoughts.
5. How do you envision the choosing of certain men (18:13f) would have been utilized in laws such as we find in 21:12f?   Are there often motives, etc. which have to tried and  determined in some of these areas?  Are many of these finer specifications still tied to the first 10 laws which God gave?  
6. Were there certain matters which only the individual themselves would know of their guilt or innocence? What had to be true of their attitude towards the law to keep themselves pure?  (In Leviticus 1-7 we will notice a sacrificial system which would allow the people to have a method of making atonement with God, when they had broken His law.)
