The Book of Exodus
Lesson 3—The plagues (8:1—12:51)
Review:
  In Exodus chapters 3-7 we saw God’s call of Moses and His sending him to the house of Israel to tell them of God’s awareness of their suffering and His plans to deliver them and give them the land He had promised to their fathers, “a land flowing with milk and honey” (3:16-17).   Moses asks, “Who am I?”  and offers a number of objections to his being the one who God should use in this great work.

  Even at this early point in time, Moses was to give Pharaoh a warning of what would occur if the ruler should refuse God’s demand (4:22-23).  When Pharaoh angrily increases the work of the Israelites because of Moses’ request, the people are upset with Moses for intruding in their affairs.

  When God commissions Moses and Aaron to go and appeal to Pharaoh again to let the people go, Moses does not understand why that Pharaoh should listen to him or heed the request (6:11-12, 29-30). God instructs Moses and Aaron to show signs (proofs) that they are from God but Pharaoh’s heart grows hard and he is not moved to obey the Lord (7:22-23).
  In Exodus 8-10 God brings a series of plagues (which seem to increase in severity) against Egypt, but despite the devastating effects the plagues have upon the land, Pharaoh will not relent , and God’s power will be more fully demonstrated.

Questions:
1. Several times the scriptures indicate that God would “harden” Pharaoh’s heart (cf. 4:21; 7:3; 14:4 and notice 14:17). What does this mean and how do you think this was done (cf. 1 Samuel 6:6; Psalm 95:8;  Hebrews 3:15; 4:7)?     How is this connected to 3:19?  
2. How did God intend to use this “hardening” of his heart (cf. 7:4,5)?  Does this make it difficult to reconcile with the thoughts in Romans 9:14-18?   What characteristic(s) of God should cause us to understand what these verses cannot mean?    Is this idea thus consistent with Matthew 13:14-17?

3. What seems to occur with the intensity of the plagues?  Do you feel that God  was just in His dealing with Pharaoh and with Egypt?

4. Why might God have sent 10 plagues rather than 8 or 11?    Some have suggested each of the plagues seemed to demonstrate God’s power over one of the gods served by the Egyptians. Why do you think such an idea might have validity?   
5. If the magicians were able to imitate the first plagues, why didn’t Pharaoh entreat them to remove the frogs from the land?  What did Pharaoh say he would do if Moses caused the frogs to be removed (8:8)?  Why didn’t he keep his word?

6. What was the next plague?  Were the magicians able to imitate this?  What did they say about it? What plague followed this?   What difference could Pharaoh and his people observe with this plague?   What did Pharaoh then say to Moses (8:25)?   What concession did Pharaoh say he would make and was he faithful to his word?
7. Describe the next two plagues.  Why did God say He had raised Pharaoh up (9:16-17)?  What  was going to happen after this and who suffered the devastation of this plague?  What was different in this plague then any similar natural events?   What happened in Goshen?   What did Pharaoh confess (9:27)?   What was wrong with his confession?

8. What did Pharaoh’s servants urge in 10:7?  What question did Pharaoh ask (10:8f)?  What is Pharaoh’s response to Moses (10:10-11)?  How complete was the devastation of this plague (10:15)?  What is Pharaoh’s response again (10:16—17)?  What was the ninth plague and how long did it last and how severe was it?   What seems to be Pharaoh’s attitude at this time (10:27-29)?
9. What was to be the tenth plague against Egypt?   Who all was to die?   Did the warning frighten Pharaoh or cause him to change in heart?   How terrible was this plague’s effect upon Egypt?  What were the Israelites to do in preparation for this last plague?  How long did Israel remain in Egypt (12:40-41)?

