The Book of Exodus
Lesson 1—Introduction

 The promises which God made to Abraham in Genesis 12 spoke of a great nation that would spring forth from the patriarch and the book closes with his grandson’s expansive family being  providentially brought by God to the land of Egypt. The story of Exodus is initially God’s fulfillment of His words spoken to Abram in Genesis 15:13-14, which foretold the affliction his descendents would suffer and God’s judgment of their oppressors (Exodus 1:1—12:51). The narrative goes on to describe Israel’s journey to Mt. Sinai (13:1—18:27) and the important events that take place there (19:1—40:38).

 Exodus covers a number of major events and critical themes which should produce a deepened awe of the power and character of  God and the solemn nature of the covenant which He would establish with His people.

 The account is also very important in that it shows how this great God would prepare and use a special human vessel (Moses) to fulfill His purpose in redeeming the people, revealing His law, and acting repeatedly as an intercessor in behalf of the Israelites.  Exodus moves quickly to tell us of the birth of Moses and the Lord’s calling of him.  It will close by showing the man’s absolute compliance to the Lord’s instructions in order that God could dwell among His people.  

 Sadly, Exodus reminds us of how obstinate and fickle the nation could be at times, even despite the glorious nature of their deliverance and God’s desire to set them apart from all other nations.
Questions from Exodus 1:1—2:25
1. It is somewhat difficult to arrive at very exact estimates of the time between the death of Jacob and the birth of Moses, but what hints about the passing of time are provided in Genesis 15:13 and Galatians 3:17?  ( Note: There seem to be a number of possibilities of the use of the word “generations” in Genesis 15:16.)
2. What do we know about the growth of the family according to Exodus 1:7?  What was one factor which kept the Hebrew lineage from becoming mixed with the Egyptians (Gen. 46:32—34)?
3. How important is the information in Exodus 1:8 to the change of circumstances for the Israelites? What did this cause Pharaoh to do?    How did this treatment  effect the growth of Israel?
4. What work in particular were the Israelites given to do by Pharaoh?  What does both ancient history and archeology seem to confirm about the reasonable nature of the statement “..they made their lives bitter with hard bondage—in mortar and brick…” (1:14)?
5. What orders were given to the midwives?  How did they respond to those orders?
6. What do we learn from Hebrews 11:23?    What does this information and that of the midwives cause you to think about any possible religious teaching among the Israelites?
7. What care was provided (providential—“to provide”) for Moses protection and development? What does Stephen say about this period (Acts 7:21-23)?
8. Why did Moses interfere in 2:11-12 (cf. Acts 7:24,25)?    What happened instead?
9. Where did Moses flee and what happens to him there?  What happened back in Egypt during the course of time?   
10. What critical point is made in 2:24-25?
Although the word “Torah” actually has a variety of possible meanings (even the entire corpus of Jewish law, including the written and oral law), it is more specifically thought of as the first five books of the tanakh (the Hebrew Bible), authored by Moses. We sometimes call this general section  “the Law of Moses” (cf. Luke 24:44 ) or hear it referred to as the “Pentateuch” (from the Greek and basically referring to its being divided into five sections).  These five books  flow very smoothly and naturally together and it is easy for us to think of them together as one composite work.











