The Book of Exodus
Lesson 2—Moses is called and sent to Egypt (3:1—7:25)
Review:   

  Due to the incredible growth of the children of Israel, the Pharaoh (“who did not know Joseph”  i.e. did not know of his important part in Egyptian history, etc.) feared the descendants of Abraham and “dealt with them shrewdly” and made their “lives bitter with hard bondage” (1:8-14). He even ordered the midwives of the Hebrews to put to death all of the male children who were born. 

It was during this time that Moses was born and by God’s providence was raised by Pharaoh’s daughter with his own mother as his nursemaid.  At the age of forty (Acts 7:23) it entered his heart to visit his countrymen (observe their circumstances and trials).  He attempted to demonstrate his concern for them but instead was rebuffed and, his crime becoming known, had to flee to Midian where he would marry Reuel’s (also known as Jethro) daughter, Zipporah, and serve for 40 years as a shepherd near Mt. Sinai.
Summary of Exodus 3:1—7:25:

  When God called Moses to go to Egypt and be His instrument in leading the people out of bondage, Moses was reluctant and offered a number of excuses as to why he should not be the one assigned with this important work.  God assures him that He will surely be with him and carefully answers all of Moses’ concerns and tells him of what He would do in behalf of His people.

Questions for Consideration:
1. How does God initially identify Himself to Moses when He speaks to him from the burning bush?  What does He tell Moses that he had seen and what He was going to do?
2. What was Moses’ first reaction to this idea and why might he have responded in this way? What is God’s immediate assurance to Moses (3:12)?  Had God ever given that assurance to other men? Are those words relevant to us today?
3. What did Moses anticipate that the people might ask him (3:13)?  What answer did God say he should give the people?  What do you see as the significance of this way of identifying God?
4. What did God indicate would be Pharaoh’s response to go into the wilderness to worship and what would God do in response to his refusal (3:19f)?   Does there seem to be any doubt or hesitation expressed about whether these things would come to pass?
5. What was the next objection expressed by Moses and how does God resolve that concern (4:1f)? Did this have the desired effect (4:30-31)?    What was another concern Moses had and how did God respond (4:10f)?   What lesson is there in this for us?    
6. Did the Lord prepare Moses for what he could expect from Pharaoh (4:21)?  What warning was Moses to give Pharaoh at this early point in time (4:22-23)?
7. What question did Pharaoh ask Moses and what did he do as a result of the request being made (chap. 5)?   How did the people respond towards Moses because of this?
8. What did God tell Moses to tell the people (6:6f)? How did they respond and why did they respond as they did?    Did Moses’ doubts seem to grow in regarding to speaking to Pharaoh again (6:12-13)?  What objection did he further raise and how does God respond (6:28—7:3)?
9. How did God intend to use the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart to serve His purposes (7:3-5)?  What do Moses and Aaron do in regard to these instructions?   How old were the brothers when these things occurred?
10. Be prepared to tell about the encounter which Moses and Aaron have with Pharaoh and his magicians in chapter 7.   What do you make of the fact that the Egyptian magicians were able to imitate these first signs?    What was Pharaoh’s reaction to these initial events (7:22-23)?
