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“Prepare your minds for action.”

 - Peter
Annandale church of Christ
Young Adults Bible Class – Sunday Morning

Spring Quarter, 2013
The Apostle Peter’s First Letter to Christians
Study Guide
Schedule of Lessons

#1
Who was Peter and is 1 Peter for real?

March 10
#2
Overview of Peter’s Letter
1-5


March 17
#3
Living hope



1:1–12


March 24
#4
Living holy



1:13–25

March 31
#5
Living stones


2:1–10


April 7
#6
Living with others, (Part 1)
2:11–20

April 14
#7
Living to righteousness

2:21–25

April 21
#8
Living with others, (Part 2)
3:1–12


April 28
#9
Living with a good conscience
3:13–22

May 5
#10
Living in the spirit


4:1-11


May 12
#11
Living with persecution

4:12-19

May 19
#12
Resisting the devil


5:1-14


May 26
Lesson #1 – March 10
Who was Peter?
Objectives: To understand Peter’s background and events in his life and why we can trust that First Peter is an authentic inspired letter from him.

Texts: Read all of 1 Peter and the following selected passages.
John 1:35-42; Matthew 4:23-20; Matthew 10:1-4; Matthew 14:22-33; Matthew 16:13-20; Matthew 17:1-8; John 13:1-10; Matthew 26:36-46; John 18:10-12; Mark 14:66-72; John 20:1-10; John 21:15-17; Acts 1:15-22; Acts 2:14-39; Acts 3-4; Acts 5:17-32; Acts 9:32-43; Acts 10:9-48; Acts 12:1-11; Acts 15:6-11
What was Peter’s occupation?
In what city did Peter live?

How did Peter learn about the Lord?
Was Peter married?

To what purpose did the Lord call Peter?

Name a few of the miracles that Peter performed.

What unique events in the life Jesus did Peter witness?
What charge did the Lord give to Peter?

Besides the four gospels and the book of Acts, what other books of the New Testament mention Peter?
External Evidence:

Using a Bible Encyclopedia or other reference such as a commentary, etc. find external evidence for the authenticity of First Peter.
Which early Christian writers referred to the letter and attributed it to the apostle Peter?

How soon was the letter accepted by Christians as authentic and inspired?

Internal Evidence:
What similarities are there between the sayings of Peter that are recorded in Acts and his writings in First Peter?
	Teachings of Peter in Acts
	Writing in First Peter

	10:34


	1:17

	2:32-36; and 10:40-41


	1:21

	4:10-11


	2:7-8

	10:28


	2:17

	3:14


	3:18


Lesson #2 – March 17
Overview of First Peter
Objective: To gain a high-level understanding of Peter’s letter to Christians and identify at least one key theme to understand deeper.

Text:
1 Peter (Read the whole letter.)
In your own words, list 5 big ideas in Peter’s letter.


1.

2.


3.


4.


5.
What terms does Peter use to describe Christians?


1.


2.


3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
What are some of the practical instructions that Peter gives?
What problem were the Christians to whom Peter was specifically writing having?
Lesson #3 – March 24
Living hope
Objective: To understand the living hope that Christians have.
Text:
1 Peter 1:1-12
How had Peter’s readers been chosen?
What hope do Christians have?
What assurances of that hope do we have?

What is the proof of our faith?

What emotion does our hope cause, even though we may be persecuted?

What did the prophets seek to understand?
Into what things do angels long to look?

Key Takeaways

What does it mean to be born again?
What is the importance of Christ’s resurrection?

Lesson #4 – March 31
Living holy
Objective: To understand why we should live holy and what that means.
Text:
1 Peter 1:13-25
What specific instructions does Peter give?
On what should we fix our hope?
Against what does Peter contrast holiness?

Why should we be holy?
How does God judge each one’s work?
With what were we redeemed?
When was Christ known as our redeemer?

In what are our faith and hope?
Key Takeaways

What purifies our souls?
How are we born again?

Since we are purified and born again, how should we treat each other?
Lesson #5 – April 7
Living stones
Objectives:  To better understand our relationship to God
Text:
1 Peter 2:1-10
How does Peter use the imagery of a newborn baby?
What will cause us to grow in respect to our salvation?
Although Christ was rejected by men, what was He in the sight of God?

Since we are “living stones” what are we being built up as?

For whom is the precious value of Christ?
What became of the stone that the builders rejected?
Why do people stumble over Christ?

What four descriptions of God’s people does Peter give?

For what purpose does God own us?

Key Takeaways

Three contrasts of God’s people.
	Called out of…
	…and into

	Once we were not…
	…now we are

	We had not received…
	…but now we have received


Lesson #6 – April 14
Living with others (Part 1)
Objectives:  To understand our relationship with others, as God’s people.
Text:
1 Peter 2:11-20
If Christians are God’s people, why does Peter call them “aliens” and “strangers”?
What wars against our souls?
From what are we to abstain?
What should be the result of our good example to non-believers?

To whom are we to submit for the Lord’s sake?
What is the purpose of governments?
What are we to do to the following?

1. All people
2. the brotherhood

3. God

4. the king

5. masters

Key Takeaways

How do we find favor with God?

How should we use our freedom as children of God?

Lesson #7 – April 21
Living to righteousness
Objectives:  To understand why we should live righteously.
Text:
1 Peter 2:21-25
For what purpose have we been called by God?
What example did Christ leave for us?
To whom did Christ entrust himself while he was suffering?

What did Christ do for us with His body while he was on the cross?

What benefit do Christians receive from the wounds of Christ?
How were we like sheep?

To whom have we returned?

Key Takeaways

What is the importance of righteous living?

If righteous living is so important, why doesn’t everyone do it?

Lesson #8 – April 28
Living with others, (Part 2)
Objectives:  To understand our specific relationships with others as God’s people.
Text:
1 Peter 3:1-12
How are wives to be toward their husbands?
What should be the result of wives’ good behavior if their husbands are disobedient?
With what should wives adorn themselves?

How are husbands to treat their wives?
What is the result of husbands treating their wives properly?
List all the ways that Peter describes we should treat each other.
1.




5.
2.




6.

3.




7.

4.




8.
Key Takeaway

For what purpose have we been called?

How do we achieve this purpose?

Lesson #9 – May 5
Living with a good conscience
Objectives:  To understand the importance of a good conscience.
Text:
1 Peter 3:13-22
Who will harm us if we do what is good?
What if we suffer for the sake of righteousness?
Instead of fear, how should we face those who try to intimidate us?

What is the result of those who try to trouble us if we keep a good conscience?
Why did Christ die?

What was the result, for us, of Christ’s death?

For what was the patience of God waiting during the days of Noah?

What does baptism do for us?

Key Takeaways
What does it mean to “sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts”?

Where is Christ now and who is subject to Him?

Lesson #10 – May 12
Living in the spirit
Objective:  To understand how and why we are to live in the spirit.
Text:
1 Peter 4:1-11
With what purpose are we to arm ourselves?
When we become Christians, what might surprise people?
Why is the gospel preached to people who are spiritually dead?

What specific instructions does Peter give to Christians since the end of all things is at hand?

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

What should we do with our talents and abilities?
What belongs to Jesus Christ?
Key Takeaways
Why are we to be fervent in our love toward each other?
What does it mean to live in the spirit?

Lesson #11 – May 19
Living with persecution
Objective:  To understand how we should face persecution for our faith as a Christian.
Text:
1 Peter 4:12-19
What does Peter say that Christians should not be surprised about?
When we are persecuted for Christ, what should be our reaction?
Why are we blessed when we are reviled for the name of Christ?

What should we do when we suffer as a Christian?
What will become of the Godless person and sinners?

When we suffer, to whom should we entrust our souls?

How do we entrust our souls?

Key Takeaways
What is the point of suffering for doing evil?

What is the point of suffering for doing what is right?
Lesson #12 – May 26
Resisting the devil
Objective:  To understand why and how we should resist the devil.
Text:
1 Peter 5:1-14
Was Peter an elder?
What did Peter witness?

What does Peter encourage elders to do?

How should elders exercise their oversight over their flock?

What term does Peter use to describe Christ?

What attitude should we have toward each other?

What can we cast upon God?

Key Takeaways
How should we resist the devil?
What will God do for us after we have suffered a little while?










