Studies in the book of James

Lesson 10—Strong Admonitions (3:13—4:10)

[Some of our opening discussion in class will be intended to finish up the material in chapter 3. One can easily see how that those thoughts lead very naturally into the material at the beginning of chapter 4.]

  Many feel that the exhortation of 3:13 is especially intended for those who “teach” and thus it is tied to the chapter’s initial thought in 3:1.  The natural reading of most translations would not seem to lead one to that conclusion but certainly teachers should be those who most naturally understand how inconsistent it would be to claim spiritual understanding and yet show such carnal attitudes.
  One will notice that in the author’s discussion of the two types of “wisdom”, he will stress the kinds of attitudes that should lead to peace among them. We have seen that the existence of “contentions” among them is an important aspect of the setting for the book and why he penned this letter.
  James is very adamant in many of his words of rebuke. He loves and cares about all of these brethren but he realizes that they need to understand how miserably they were failing  in their relationships with others.  The fact that James would speak of them being basically at war with other saints is truly disheartening.
Questions:
1. What would you observe are the usual causes for war among nations and worldly people?  Who is the warfare between in 4:1?    What does James describe as the cause of the warfare in 4:1-2a?  Do you suppose that someone had  actually been guilty of murder/ killing another,  or is this thought akin to 1 John 3:11-16?
2. What kind of things do you think these brethren were lusting for and envious about?  What is the reason, according to James, that these brethren were not receiving certain things?   What does it say about one’s spiritual maturity that we do not ask for the right things?   What is the true source of the necessary things we receive?
3. Is it wrong for Christians to prosper financially (cf. 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19;  Matthew 6:19-21)? When does it become a problem?  What responsibility does prosperity bring?  Do you think this section gives any insight about the economic makeup of those to whom James wrote?
4. The most precise translation of James 4:5-6 (as reflected in NAS, NKJ, ASV) gives a somewhat clumsy reading in English. In the NIV verse 5 is rendered  “5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?”   The Living Bible renders it:  “5 Or what do you think the Scripture means when it says that the Holy Spirit, whom God has placed within us, watches over us with tender jealousy?”   How would you explain what James is saying and how it relates to the context?
It may also be helpful to notice how TLB renders verse 6:
“But he gives us more and more strength to stand against all such evil longings. As the Scripture says, God gives strength to the humble but sets himself against the proud and haughty.” 

How would one show a “proud and haughty” spirit in response to the writer’s admonition?
5. James gives a series of important exhortations in his passionate plea for the brethren to repent of their sinful attitudes and behavior (4:7-10).   What are the various things which he says needed to take place ?       What do you think it means when he says,  “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”?
