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Growing Together
1.) Although the Scriptures call for prayer, study, and meditation that we might forge a close personal relationship with God, Jesus and His Spirit, did God intend that our growth as a Christian would come mostly from these individual activities?  See Acts 2:41-47; Ephesians 4:11-16; Ephesians 2:19-22; Ephesians 2:4-6; Philippians 1:27; Hebrews 10:24-25.  

2.) From the various “one another” passages in the New Testament, notice all of the ways God wants and expects us to grow TOGETHER, by serving and influencing each other.  See I Thess. 5:11; Hebrews 10:24; I Thess 4:18; Romans 15:14; Galatians 5:13; 6:2;  James 5:16; Ephesians 4:32; 5:19; 5:21;   I John 4:11-12; I Peter 3:8; 4:9-10; I Peter 5:14; Col. 3:13.

3.) As you consider the Fruit of the Spirit and the Works of the Flesh (Galatians 5: 16-23).  How many of these character traits are only revealed and built through our dealings with other people?

4.) Should we expect that our interactions with other Christians will always help us grow by providing positive, helpful, encouraging experiences?  Or might God be helping us to grow, even through experiences with our brethren that we don’t find enjoyable? See Proverbs 27:17; Galatians 6:1; Galatians 2:11-14; James 1:2-4; I Cor. 3:1-3.  

