Elijah and John the Baptist/ Elisha and Christ
There are many similarities to the relationships between Elijah and John the Baptist, and Elisha and Christ.  Because of these relationships it is certain that Elijah was a type of John and Elisha was a type of Christ. Elijah was a predecessor of Elisha just as John the Baptist was a predecessor of Jesus. Elijah prophesied during the time of Ahab the king Israel.  During his ministry he performed many miracles, the most dramatic being his “contest” with the priests of Baal (1 Kings 18). Although John the Baptist had the power of Elijah (Luke 1:13-17) there is no evidence he had the power to perform miracles as Elijah did. When the time came for Elijah’s departure, he was carried directly into Heaven on a chariot of fire without suffering death. Elisha was Elijah’s disciple and assumed his role as prophet after his departure. Elisha also performed many miracles, one of the most memorable being the healing of Naaman from leprosy. Some of the miracles Elisha performed were similar (types) of those performed by Jesus.  John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus (Matthew 3:1-3), preaching in the wilderness and attracting crowds from Jerusalem and Judea (Matthew 3:5).  John announced Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  John was imprisoned early in Jesus’ ministry and was executed by Herod.
	Elijah/Elisha
	John the Baptist/Christ

	The Messiah’s messenger will be sent to clear his way – Malachi 3:1 
	John the Baptist will have the power of Elijah – Luke 1:13-17

	Elijah would be sent before the day of the Lord – Malachi 4:4-6
	Jesus explains that this referred to John the Baptist – Matthew 17:10-13

	Description of Elijah – 2 Kings 1:8
	Description of John the Baptist – Matthew 3:3-4

	Who wanted to kill Elijah? - 1 Kings 19:1-2; Was she successful? - 2 Kings 2:11
	Who wanted to kill John the Baptist? - Mark 6:18-20; Was she successful? - Matthew 14:4-11

	Elijah and John were loners living apart from the people – 1 Kings  19:9; Matthew 3:1
	How were Elisha and Jesus different? – 2 Kings 6:1-2; Matthew 4:23-25

	Elisha took the spirit of Elijah – 2 Kings 2:8-14
	John the Baptist prepared the way for Christ  – Matthew 3:11-16

	Where did Elisha begin his ministry? – 2 Kings 2:1-14
	Where did Jesus begin his ministry – Matthew 3:13-17 

	What power did Elisha have? – 2 Kings 6:11-12
	What power did Jesus have? – John 2:23-25

	What emotion did Elisha have and why? – 2 Kings 8:11
	What emotion did Jesus show and why? – John 11:35

	Elisha and Jesus performed similar miracles
	Compare them

	
2 Kings 4:32-37
	
Mark 5:35-43

	
2 Kings 6:1-7
	
Mark 6:47-52

	
2 Kings 5:1-14
	
Mark 1:40-42

	
2 Kings 4:42-44
	
John 6:5-12

	
2 Kings 4:1-7
	
John 2:1-10

	What happened to the man who was thrown into Elisha’s tomb? – 2 Kings 13:20-21
	What happened in Jesus’ tomb? – Matthew 28:6


QUESTIONS
1.
Who would be sent to clear the way for Elijah? Malachi 3:1
2.
Who would have the spirit and power of Elijah?  Luke 1:13-17
3.
When was God sending Elijah?  Malachi 4:4-6

4.
When Jesus told his disciples that Elijah had already come, who was her referring to?  Matt. 17:12-13

5.
Where there similarities in appearance between Elijah and John the Baptist? 2 Kings 1:8; Matthew 3:3-4
6.
Who wanted to kill Elijah? - 1 Kings 19:1-2; Was she successful? - 2 Kings 2:11

7.
Who wanted to kill John the Baptist? - Mark 6:18-20; Was she successful? - Matthew 14:4-11
8.
Elijah and John were loners living apart from the people – 1 Kings 19:9; Matthew 3:1.  How were Elisha and Jesus different? – 2 Kings 6:1-2; Matthew 4:23-25

9.
What did Elisha want Elijah to give him?  2 Kings 2:9  
10.
How would Elisha get what he wanted from Elijah?  2 Kings 2:10 Did he get what he wanted?  2 Kings 2:11-12
11.
What emotions did both Elisha and Jesus show? 2 Kings 8:11;  John 11:35
12.
What similar miracles did Elisha and Jesus perform in:
2 Kings 4:32-37 and Mark 5:35-43
2 Kings 6:1-7; Mark 6:47-52
2 Kings 5:1-14; Mark 1:40-42
2 Kings 4:42-44; John 6:5-12
2 Kings 4:1-7; John 2:1-10

13.
What happened to the man who was thrown into Elisha’s tomb?  2 Kings 13:20-21
14.
What happened in Jesus’ tomb?  Matthew 28:6

