Studies in the book of James

Lesson 9—Control of the Tongue and Heavenly Wisdom (3:1-18)

  Many of the saints to whom James wrote were spiritually failing in a number of areas. They were  “speaking evil of one another” ( 4:11 ) , “showing partiality”  ( 2:1-13) and engaging in  contentions which are described as “wars and fights” (4:1).  James uses very straight-forward language in rebuking those who were guilty of these carnal attitudes and actions.
  In chapter 3, the author presents a moving description of the potential for the tongue to do harm and then turns to the important topic of being guided by heavenly wisdom versus being guided by earthly, sensual, demonic wisdom.  
 We noted in earlier lessons that the book of James is considered by some to be a New Testament book of wisdom. It offers very “practical” spiritual insight and direction on a large number of  topics and it tells of  the importance of seeking wisdom (1:5).  Those who reject the wisdom which is from above will find it difficult to resist the devilish attitudes which characterize those whose hearts have not be touched by the truth.
 Questions:
1. What connection do you think James is making in his caution of men being teachers and his comments about men “stumbling” in their speech (3:1-2)?  What admonition had Paul given to the young evangelist in 1 Timothy 4:12?  Is Paul implying this doesn’t need to be true for all Christians?
2. What illustrations does he use to show that seemingly small instruments can possess an incredible potential to determine a course or effect well-being?  Are illustrations meant to infer a perfect comparison or parallel with the principle under consideration?   What matters of comparison are lacking in these examples which James gives?

3. What would you suggest about someone’s attempt to explain verse 6?    Do you think this is somehow similar to Paul’s words in Romans 3:10-18 (especially verses 13 and 14)?  What must be understood about God’s “perspective”?

4. What are specific ways by which one can sin in the use of their tongue?  What does Jesus even seem to warn against in Matthew 12:34-37?
5. How common are the attitudes in 3:14 in the world?  What do you think causes this mindset to be so common?   What is bound to happen where these attitudes exist (3:16)?   

6. What demonstrates whether one is wise and understanding?  What key attitude do you see as most critical to walking by heavenly wisdom (3:13f)?  

7. What are the traits of heavenly wisdom?   What will walking by this wisdom produce (3:18)?  Should this passage be thought to promote “peace” at any cost between brethren?
