Studies in the book of James

Lesson 7—Faith without works is dead (2:14-26)
     The matter of whether “faith” lies at the heart of man receiving forgiveness  from sins and eternal salvation has been forever settled in holy writ. (cf. Romans 3:20-30;  4:1-5).  However, the question of  whether faith can be truly genuine apart from any complimentary work or action which shows allegiance to  God is still debated by some. Too many live as though  one’s actions have little significance in maintaining a faithful relationship with our Savior. James says there can be no evidence that faith truly exists in one’s life if it is not demonstrated through our actions.
Questions:
1. What example does James put forward in order for his readers to weigh the merit of any claims they may make about the genuine nature of their faith (2:15-16)?  Do you suppose that there was likely a reason for James to choose this particular example?   Give an example of a later passage in the book which seems to show a special focus on the problems of the poor.
2. What comment had James made about the poor in 2:5?   Why is this generally true of those in the kingdom (consider Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 1:26-29)?     What special warning does this naturally imply for those who are part of an affluent society?

3. What, in your opinion, is “faith” (don’t give just a one or two word answer) and why, do you suppose, has God made it such a critical matter in man’s reconciliation to Himself?    What are several of Paul’s fundamental points regarding salvation by faith in  Romans 3:19-28?
4. According to 2:19, what were some of the readers tempted to suppose was sufficient “faith” to satisfy God?  Do you think that many in the religious world today are also tempted in a similar manner and why would they be drawn towards such a disposition?  What lesson might we see in the example of “demons” believing? (Why didn’t it do them any good?) 
5. The incident of Abraham being ready to sacrifice Isaac actually occurred many years after the pronouncement of Genesis 15.  What does this suggest about the full nature of what Abraham “believed” so many years earlier as well as how genuine faith stands up to testing?    
6. Why is the occasion with Abraham a critical example for these particular readers?  Why is the example of Rahab also an important one for James to include in writing to these brethren?
