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Living Simply
1.) What warnings did Jesus and his apostles provide to Christians about the dangers of materialism?   See Luke 12:13-21; Mark 10:17-25; I Timothy 6:9-10. Matthew 13:22.

2.) The Bible repeatedly extols the virtues of a “quiet” or simple life.  See I Thess 4:11-12; I Timothy 2:1-2; Proverbs 13:7, 17:1; 15:17.  Some Christian groups (Amish, Menonites, various cloistered Catholic orders) believe that to take these passages seriously we must separate ourselves from modern life in a drastic way.  Is this appropriate?  If not, how do we live out God’s instruction to live “quiet lives” in this modern age, especially in an area like Washington DC?

3.) Why is it so important that we live in a simple manner without excessive consumption?  See  II Corinthians 8:1-15; I Timothy 6: 17-18; Luke 12:48;  Hebrews 13:16; Proverbs 14:21, 28:27.

4.) If we are not to pursue materialism, nor asceticism, what should be our attitude toward material things?  See Proverbs 30:8-9; Phillipians 4:11-13; Hebrews 13:5-6; I Timothy 6:6-8; Eccl. 5:18-19; Eccl. 11:1-4.

5.) Note that we often assess our level of materialism by comparing ourselves to our neighbors, friends: “I’m just an average, middle class American.  I’m fine.”  Consider the following:  the average new house built in America has grown from 983 square feet in 1950 to 2,500 square feet in 2008, despite the fact that the average household declined from 3.37 persons in 1950 to 2.6 persons in 2008.  Yet 1 in 10 Americans now need to rent off-site storage space to store the extra stuff we can’t fit in our larger houses. Of the 58,000 self-storage facilities in the world, 46,000 of them are in the U.S.  U.S. household debt has increased from almost zero in the 1950’s to $12.7 trillion in 2012, with the average household owing $15,000 in credit card debt, $150,000 in mortgage debt, and $35,000 in student loan debt, plus another $136,000 per household in our share of the nation’s current government debt. In comparing ourselves to the “average” modern American, we are comparing ourselves to a population with a widespread desire to acquire, spend, and consume more than we ought.
