Studies in the book of James

Lesson 4— A Correct Understanding of Temptations (1:9-18)
Intro
  We  have noted that James wrote, in part, to encourage his readers as they faced “various trials”. He assured them that there was even a type of “joy” which they could feel in such matters, for the “testing of [their] faith” produces patience and patience was necessary in helping them to become “complete.”  James even assures them that God would grant them “wisdom” in understanding these things. 
  Some individuals will not grow as God desires as a result of the trials which they face. Instead, as they reject the wisdom which God would willingly give they find themselves “tempted” to do wrong through their thoughts, words or actions. God is not responsible for men reacting in such ways. He does not tempt men to do “evil.”

    1.  Does James explain specifically what the “trials” are which they were facing?  Does the word

          “various” make the book more practical for all Christians of any age who read it?  

   2. What important truths are Christians taught about prayer in the text?

3. How are the “poor” exalted and the “rich” humbled in becoming Christians?  What does this say about the idea of “economic” distinctions within the body?  What may be the reason that the rich are targeted more by these remarks than are the poor?

4.  What good did James say was accomplished through the “testing of one’s faith” in 1:2 and what comes from being found approved in 1:12?  What else is said about what must be true of Christians in this text (1:12—and notice 2:5)?   What does this imply for Christians beyond death?

(2)

5. Some see a difficulty in referring to  “trials” and the connection of being “tempted with evil” in verse 13.  How is it that a Christian facing some trial (perhaps such as mistreatment by others) can turn into a temptation to do “evil”?   How do you explain the difference between the Lord’s petition in Matthew 6:13?   Is it unusual for words to have slightly different “definitions”  (or nuances) attached to them?  

6. How could it said that God “tested” Abraham (22:1) and yet that no one should say when they are tempted that they are “tempted by God” (James 1:13)?     What is the actual reason why men are tempted (to do evil) according to 1:14? 

7. Do you think that this verse indicates that men have the ability to exercise control over their own “desires”---and if so, to what extent?  Because one is drawn by a desire, does it necessary follow that he must or will succumb to that desire?   Where must succumbing to “temptation” eventually lead?   

8. What is true of God’s character so that men should never judge Him guilty of contributing to man falling into sin?    What all do you perceive as the kinds of gifts included in 1:17?

9. What relationship to you think may exist between vs. 17 and vs. 18?  What is critical for Christians to understand about the means by which we have been brought forth into God’s family?  Do you see any significance in saints being referred to as His “creatures”?

The Greek word “peirasmos”  is used in both verses 2 and 12 (trial or temptation). Some translators make a  distinction by using the word “trial” in one instance and the word “temptation” in the other. The NKJ makes it “trials” in verse 2 and “temptations” in verse 12. The NIV uses the word “trial(s)” in both instances, whereas the ASV used the word “temptation(s)” in both instances.  It is the verb form of this same Greek word which will be used in verses 13-14.











