Some Principles of Biblical Interpretation
(A Short Study of Sacred Hermeneutics) 

 Lesson 7
Review
  In our most recent lessons we have been giving attention to some of the matters which help one in their contextual analysis of a passage.  These matters have thus far included:

· Recognizing the type or genre of the Biblical text. Is it prophetic, historical, an epistle, etc.

· Taking into account the historical-cultural setting and particulars of the text.

· Keeping in mind what we can know about the speaker or writer in a text and his circumstances.

· Being aware of all of the information we have available about who is addressed in a text.
· Looking for  any specific theme-like statements given by the author that help establish the purpose of what is written.

A Closer Look at What Constitutes Context

 Context,  refers to the  body of  spoken or written material  which surrounds the  word or text one is examining.  Although many statements and sometimes even lengthy texts can be properly understood at first reading simply because of their obvious clarity, usually  a consideration of context is quite important to arriving at a proper understanding of what has been revealed.  An awareness of both immediate context and  what we might think of concentric rings of  greater context must be kept in mind  in trying to determine the possible meanings of a statement.  The immediate context may be at times  seem as brief as a few sentences or verses or at other times be as lengthy as several chapters.  Concentric rings of greater context could include a segment of the chapter, the entire chapter in which the text is found,  an entire book, or sometimes  even  all of the Old or New Testament,  or even, all Scripture.

 We remember that the most profitable method of studying Scripture will be a systematic method  so that the student will be familiar with the proceeding verses and chapters as he comes to a statement or text where he must weigh the possibility of meanings.  

 Unfortunately, sometimes people may hear a passage quoted which seems to “call” or “appeal” to them because of their situation or some  personal leaning or religious bias. They may hear someone quoting  the text in a way that serves the purpose of his presentation or thought and without concern for what the author originally intended by those words. The hearer incorrectly supposes that the teacher can be trusted to use God’s word correctly, even though God’s Word is full of warnings on this subject (1 Timothy 1:3,7; 2 Timothy 2:15; 4:3,4;  2 Peter 3:16).  Even good and well-intended teachers may stray at times (consider Acts 18:24f).  It seems fair to suggest that one of the greatest factors leading to the religious departures that have taken place over the past 2,000 years has been man’s failure to properly discern the context of things that were revealed.
An Exercise in Contextual Analysis

  In Matthew 10:34-46 we find Jesus making what may seem like an “alarming” statement at first glance.  (The entire chapter is one that could be easily misused in a number of ways.) The sincere student is trying to answer the question, “What did Jesus mean when He said that He did not come to bring peace but a sword?”  After all, we think of Him as the One who is the Prince of peace, and who   preached peace to those who were far off and those who were near (Luke 2:14; Eph. 2:17).

   In doing a partial analysis of this text, let us notice:

1) Who, in the context, is Jesus speaking to  and what is the general intention of His address (10:1-7; 11:1a)?   
2) What did Jesus include in the vision of things that will come to pass as these individuals would continue in the future to act as His special messengers (10:16-22)?  
How do these words effect what we see as His intention in 10:24-33?   
3) What importance would His words in 10:40-41 seem to carry in this context?  
4) Within this speech  much has been said specifically to the 12  (notice vss. 16, 19-20, 40 etc.) but who seems to be spoken of in 34-39?  
5)  Are there any parallel passages to this text which might be considered (cf. Luke 12:51-53)?  What does it tell us about how Jesus used the word “sword” in Matthew 10?  
6) Is this point consistent with other truths taught in the Scriptures as a whole (consider John 15:18-21; Matthew 26:50-53)?      
7) What seems to be the most likely meaning of the Lord’s words?   
