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June 24, 2012
Paul’s Concern for the Faith of the Thessalonians
 (I Thessalonians 2:14-3:8)
1.) While acknowledging the Thessalonians’ suffering at the hands of their Jewish countrymen in 2:15, Paul accuses the Judeans Jews of having killed Jesus and God’s other prophets.  Where had Paul previously heard this accusation?  See Acts 7:51-58.  Knowing firsthand the reaction this accusation aroused in Jewish audiences, what does this say about Paul’s courage to preach the Gospel even in conflict?

2.) Note that, in the earliest Christian sermons, which were all delivered to Jewish audiences, the personal culpability of the people for having killed the Messiah was a central theme.  See Acts 2:23; 3:15; 5:30; 7:52.  How did the audiences respond to this accusation?  How can we reclaim the power of this message as we teach the Gospel today, to people who might not recognize any responsibility for Jesus’s death on the cross?  

3.) Who else accused the Jewish people of killing God’s prophets, and what was predicted would come as a punishment for this?  See Matthew 23:29-38.  Note that Paul’s message to the Thessalonians (2:16) states that the Jews “fill up the measure of their sins, but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.”  To what is Paul referring?  

4.) In 3:2-4, Paul notes reminds the Thessalonians of their previous teaching: that Christians have been “appointed” to suffer.  Was this a teaching unique to the Thessalonians’ circumstances?    See II Timothy 3:12; II Cor. 4:8-12; II Timothy 2:11-12; Phil 3:8-11; I Peter 4:12-14; II Corinthians 1:3-7.  What does the Holy Spirit want Christians to know about the purpose, meaning, and consequences of suffering in the lives of a Christian?

5.) In 3:5, Paul describes his reason for sending Timothy to them: “For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith . . .”  Suppose an emissary was sent to Annandale to “know our faith.”  What might that emissary report back about us, and what specific evidence might be cited?  See James 2:14-17; James 1:6; Hebrews 10:22; Col. 2:5-7; Eph. 4:11-15.  

6.) Chapter 3:6-8, shows how greatly Paul, Silas & Timothy were impacted, just by knowing that the Thessalonians remained faithful to Christ.  Today, do we find comfort and encouragement in the faithfulness of Christians in other places with whom we previously had fellowship?  If not, why not?     
