Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 11: Judgment on Babylon (17:1—19:10)
   The mention of Babylon and her fall is first recorded in Revelation 14. After an angel who had the “everlasting gospel to preach to those on the earth” had cried out “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come” (14:7), another angel followed, who declared, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication” (14:8).  She is the last of the four enemies of God and His people to be introduced in the book  (the four being: the Dragon, the Sea Beast, the Earth Beast and Babylon). However, she is the one whose fall is first described and who is given the greatest amount of attention in the book’s closing chapters, describing her sins  and God’s  righteous judgment.  (Time will not permit us in this study to discuss why we favor the idea that this represents Rome, and is not, as some would suggest, a reference to the fall of Jerusalem and the Jewish economy.)
   In the apocalyptic description she is identified  as “the great harlot who sits on many waters,” and sits upon a scarlet beast with ten horns (17:1,3). In the language that follows we find one of the instances where the apostle is  told the meaning of some of what he sees (17:7-18).  She is a great city that sits on 7 hills (17:9), and the ten horns represent ten kings who war against the Lamb (17:12-14). The waters represent “peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues” ( 17:15).  The section regarding the kings (vs. 10-12) is no doubt one of those which has caused the greatest amount of speculation in the minds of those who look for specific conclusions which they can sync with history.  We must always keep in mind how that the language throughout the book is highly symbolic and  refrain from dogmatic positions on matters which are actually of little consequence to the book’s message.
   The description of Babylon and her fall surely seems patterned to a certain extent on the fall of Tyre described in Ezekiel 26-28.  The sudden nature of her collapse will cause men to stand in astonishment (18:10, 17-19) and bring great sorrow for those who “committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her” (18:9,11,19).  But, in contrast to the overwhelming sorrow of some, there will be rejoicing in heaven because God’s judgment has fallen upon her (18:20; 19:1f).
Study Questions:

1. In what particular matters do you think Babylon seduced kings and the inhabitant of the earth?  Are men today still led astray into the same kind of temptations? 

2. What, in particular, was the woman said to be intoxicated with (17:6)?  How might this be understood?
3. In thinking about the number of the mountains in 17:9, must the number 7 always be considered symbolic in the book (were there literally 7 congregations which were written to, 7 seals, 7 trumpets, etc.)?
4. What do the kings do according to 17:13?   How would God even use these rulers to accomplish His purposes (17:16-17)?
5. What are God’s people warned to do in 18:4?   What was Babylon due to receive for her sins (18:4-7)?
6. Why is there rejoicing in 18:20?   Why are the holy apostles and prophets involved in this thanksgiving?  
