Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 13: The Saints at Home with God (21:1—22:21) 

Recapping
  The book of Revelation is a wonderfully encouraging book no matter what personal leanings one may finally favor about certain matters, such as the identity of the 2 beasts which work in league with Satan, which city or  system is represented by the harlot “Babylon” or  to some extent, what one feels is the correct understanding of John being told that the Revelation is about things “which must shortly take place” (1:1; 22:6).   This teacher has favored the positions of trusted conservative teachers who over a period of many years have made diligent study of a tremendous volume of materials. They are men who have gained a tremendous respect for their knowledge of the truth and a special awareness of the prophetic books of scripture in which we find many apocalyptic passages. Two of the men have written commentaries and work book materials on  many prophetic books, (even giving special emphasis to the book of Daniel) and  written  quite extensive commentaries on the book of Revelation. 
  It seems most reasonable to this teacher that John writes about the persecution which the saints were beginning to endure within the Roman empire  (most likely under the reign of Domitian) and that  it declares the judgments which God would bring  against Rome in those earliest centuries.   

  Chapters 19 and 20  describe the ultimate defeat of the enemies of the church who are described in the book. The great and terrible Dragon (Satan) had used the Sea Beast (the Roman Empire), and the Earth Beast (the cult of emperor worship), to make war against the Lamb and His people. In the eyes of men  this evil alliance may have seemed to  temporarily succeed as the blood of the saints stained the streets of Rome and other cities of the empire.  But, despite the temporary trials, and even the deaths suffered by many Christians, God was ruling, and the enemies of God and His people could not escape His righteous judgments. A wondrous picture of the Christ is shown  leading the armies of heaven in victory. The beast and false prophet are captured and thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone and an angel comes down to bind Satan and casts him into the bottomless pit for 1,000 years. Although we recognize him to always be active in his efforts to entice men to sin, yet his efforts to destroy the church in this period have failed.  There could only be one outcome in such a conflict between the great forces of evil in their war against God and His people.
The Final Section 
 In Revelation 21:1—22:5 we have a vision of the saints at home with God.  As Jenkins writes: “Three pictures of heaven are presented.  These figures would have been especially meaningful to those living in the ancient world. The cities were relatively small but were built with a strong wall to provide protection from enemies. Many of the people of an area did not normally live within the city. In time of war they would enter the city for protection. Each city had to have a water source and a supply of food. Heaven is pictured as a place like this.

1. Perfect fellowship with God in His tabernacle (21:1-8). The old order has been completely abolished and the new order is ushered in.
2. Perfect protection by God in the city (21:9-27).

3. Perfect enjoyment and provisions in the Garden (22:1-5).  The Bible story of redemption has come full circle from Genesis 3 to Revelation 22. Man was in the garden with God but because of his sin he was driven from the garden. Only in the heavenly garden can man again be with God. For the first time man will be able to see the face of God (Jn. 1:18; Rev. 22:4).            (Jenkins, pp. 33-34).
  Hailey says, “...two views are usually held with respect to the vision [21:1-22:5]. One is that the city described is the victorious church as God describes it today, purged and purified by the tribulation through which it has passed. A second view is that the vision portrays the church at home with God in final glory beyond the judgment…..the latter seems to be the correct one”  (Hailey, p. 404).
  In the closing 16 verses of the book we find John alone with the angel who has shown him the things which must shortly come to pass.  The church has emerged victorious despite the terrible attacks of her foes. The words which have been spoken are “faithful and true” (22:6) and blessing is pronounced on those who keep the words of the prophecy of the book (22:7).  The announcement that the Lord is “coming quickly” seem a reference to the judgments of this book and not to His final coming. It is likely that the words of 22:14 are intended especially for those facing that period of conflict but as with the other beatitudes of the book their meaning has just as much application today as it did in that time period.  Although adding to or taking away from words of inspiration is always forbidden, 22:18,19 is speaking specifically of the book of Revelation and is not a closing comment on the text of the Bible. 
Questions:
1. Who lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years (20:4-6)?  What had figuratively occurred in regard to these individuals (20:5-6)?
2. What seems to be the idea of 20:7-9?   What does this say about any other future efforts that may occur against God’s people?  What will be the final end of Satan (20:10)?

3. Do you think that the thoughts of 21:4 seem more supportive of the  first or the second view mentioned by Hailey above?    

4. Who are not allowed to enjoy the blessings of heaven (21:8,27)?  What exception is made of those who have practiced such things (16:9)?   What must Christians have done (21:7)?
5. Who will be those  drawn by the Lord’s invitation (22:17)?    
