Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 4:  “Worthy is the Lamb” (4:1—5:14)

The Throne Scene
  Within the letters to the seven churches we have noticed that some brethren were beginning to face persecution and others are told it was coming (cf. 2:9-10; 2:13; 3:9,10 ).  As a consequence we find language that speaks to the importance of them holding fast what they have in Christ (cf. 2:25), and reminding them of the rewards that belong to those who overcome and keep the words of Christ until the end (cf. 2:26).
  It may fairly be said that the rest of the book was written to encourage and strengthen them in the trials they would face because God was reigning over all things and the victory of His cause and His people was assured. That message given here to these churches is a timeless one for God’s people in every age.

  Chapters four and five in the book are important in reminding Christians of the greatness and sovereignty of God’s rule and the worthiness of Jesus, the Son of God.  These are critical pillars upon which all of God’s messages are based.
  We recall that “apocalyptic literature” is often characterized by the writer being taken on a heavenly journey  in order to personally behold the things he will describe (see lesson one).  The writer John is brought before the throne of God in order to view the splendor and majesty of Him who rules over all things and to see the activity which should naturally occur among those allowed to draw near to God.  However, as we look to chapter five, we see that John’s great awe at the greatness of what he sees is turned to tears. It seems there is none who can take the scroll which God holds in His right hand, and open it to reveal its contents.  The moment of apparent crisis is soon resolved as John is comforted, being told,  “Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to lose its seven seals” (5:5).  The fifth chapter ends with the multitudes of those described paying homage to God and the Lamb.
   The student is encouraged not to get distracted by what the specific meaning may be of each symbol within this scene but to focus on the main ideas that are set forth. We should also recall that numbers often stand for an idea and are not simply a reference to quantity.

Study Questions to Help Evaluate the Context:

1. Who had the voice like a trumpet in 1:10-13?   What did the voice (4:1) tell him he would be shown?

2. The word “throne” is used approximately 17 times in chapters 4 and 5, and about 42 times throughout the book.  What principles do you think should naturally come to mind when we think about that term?  

2.

3. What do you think is the significance of the description in 4:3?   Do you think this is the same impression we are to get when we read Ezekiel 1:26-28?

4. Who could possibly be intended by the 24 elders on thrones in 4:4?  What may well be the significance of their white robes and crowns?

5. One cannot help but notice the similarity between the 4 living creatures and the seraphim of Isaiah 6.  What may the different faces possibly represent about their nature?

6. What did the creatures call out and what is this telling us about God’s nature?

7. What activity is taking place in 4:8-11?  Why is God said to be worthy of worship in this text (4:11)?    How does this affect our thinking about the drama that plays out in the book?

8. What did God have in His right hand and what question is asked in 5:2?   What was first assumed and what did John do in response?

9. How is Christ described in 5:5-7 and what is indicated by this description?

10. What does His coming to take and open the scroll produce within those around the throne? Why was He worthy to take and open the scroll?

11. Aside from the significance of this scene to the book of Revelation, what practical lessons are here for Christians?
