                                                                                                                                Second Corinthians
                                                                      Lesson 11: 1:1-33
Review
 Paul’s discussion of the teachers who had come troubling the Corinthians  has begun in earnest in chapter ten.  He has sent warning that he is ready to engage these men in spiritual warfare and spoken of the weapons he may use that are “mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,” and “casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God” (10:4,5).  He has made reference to some of the ridiculous criticisms they have raised about the apostle as they sought to undermine his standing with the brethren (10:7, 10). Their comments show their carnal tendencies and how they wanted to make their boast in  outward standards. 
  The apostle has tried to express his love and thanksgiving for the commendable things he recognizes regarding the brethren. His letter has contained a strong appeal for the brethren to feel the same kind of love for him that he felt for them (6:11-13; 7:2), but he has also warned them about fellowship with those who would take them away from God (6:14f).  Paul was surely concerned about the influence of these evil teachers when he pleaded with them not “to receive the grace of God in vain” (6:1). 
Overview of Text

  In chapter 11 Paul pleads with the Corinthians to look at the differences between himself and these teachers and apply some spiritual reasoning in determining the truth about their claims. He is not apprehensive in speaking of his genuine concern for their welfare and tells them plainly of the peril they face (11:1-3).  Incredibly it seems that the fact that the apostle had not taken any financial assistance from them one of their points of most severe criticism of the apostle (11:7).  Paul says that instead of it being an area that should cause concern, it was a matter that he would speak most confidently about (11:8-10).  Paul makes a reference to the desire of these teachers to boast “according to the flesh” (11:18), and thus he asks the Corinthians to bear with him as he also would boast a little (11:16-18).   As one looks at the tings which Paul boasts about we see that there is a great difference between the things he would glory in and what they were proud of.
Questions

1. What does Paul chide the Corinthians for doing in 11:4?   What was his fear for the church (11:3)?  What does this tell us about what Satan had been able to do with Eve?  Is that a basic tactic which he still uses?
2. Was Paul admitting in 11:6 (cf. 10:10) that he was a “poor” speaker?  Explain your answer. What would they have to admit if they did think he was lacking in oratory skills? How does the responsibility of the listener play into these verses?

3. What does Paul mean when he says he robber other churches (11:8, NKJ)?   Why was it that Paul did not ask for any financial help from the Corinthians?   

4. How does he describe the teachers who had come to Corinth (11:13)?  Why should such a direct accusation not surprise them (11:14-15)?  What things could have possibly been true of their demeanor or approach that fooled the Corinthians?  Do men still face the same kind of dangers today with teachers?

5. Paul has asked them to put up (NKJ) with his boasting about the things which he suffered in his work as an apostle.  What had they “put up” with in regard to these teachers (11:19-20)?
6. Why should boasting be generally thought of as the actions of a fool (11:16-17)?  Although Paul was speaking in his own behalf and telling of the things that he could look to with a sense of pride, would men of a worldly spirit consider such things marks of proof to their being disciples of Christ?  What kind of things would they obviously boasted about?
