                                                                                         Second Corinthians  
                                                                       Lesson 10:  10:1—18

Review

  We have seen that in the middle of this very emotionally charged letter that Paul was able to praise the Corinthian brethren and express his confidence that they would be faithful in all matters (cf. 7:13-16).  He issued  those commendations as he began to speak to them about their gift for the needy saints in Jerusalem (chapters 8 and 9).  Within his instructions for their gift he was able to lay down several important principles that would be critical in every endeavor of Christian service. (Remember we said that in Paul’s defense of himself he had subtly laid out a pattern of  what faithful Christian service should look like.)   He spoke to them about the importance of  giving of oneself to the Lord and the connection this act had with those commissioned by the Lord (cf. 8:5,7 – Paul’s references to “us”).   He told them it was important to complete or finish this particular action as they had previously expressed a willingness to do so (8:11).  He had also mentioned the importance of all things appearing as honorable, both “in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (8:21).  And the apostle had spoken about reputations which had been established among faithful churches (8:18f).  All of these things should have caused the Corinthians to think of Paul’s apostleship and the teachers who were seeking preeminence among them.
Overview of Text

   As chapter ten begins the apostle is now ready to address the serious issue of the teachers who were troubling the Corinthians.  Although we can be sure that Paul would have preferred to speak as meekly as possible to this matter, yet the circumstances have become such that he is ready to enter into spiritual conflict with these men.  This is not a situation where that some are simply innocently ignorant of the gospel truth and thus were unintentionally misleading the brethren.  There is something far more sinister which should have been recognized in their pompous declarations of themselves and their attack on the apostle Paul.  If Paul did not reveal the true character of these men and the error of their teaching there was unbelievable harm that could be done by them.
Questions 
1. What is it exactly that Paul was pleading for in 10:1-2?  What was it that Paul intended to do if necessary?   What incorrect evaluation does Paul say the Judaizing teachers were making of him?  What does he say he did not do according to the flesh (10:3)?
2. What do you think of as the kind of weapons that Paul has in mind in 10:4?  What were such weapons capable of (10:4-5)?  What kind of punishment do you think is meant in 10:6 and what is meant by the idea of  their obedience?
3. What comparison did Paul’s opponents make between his letters and his speech (10:9-10)?   What was obviously important to these men in regard to teachers?   What may have been true of Paul’s appearance and oratory skills?  Do you think that people often have this mindset today?    What does Paul say he was ready to be when present with them?
4. What were these teachers guilty of doing among themselves (and other teachers) 10:12? What was foolish about this?   What was the appropriate realm or sphere in which one should seek to confine his measurements of success?   What could correctly be seen as part of this sphere for Paul and his co-workers?
5.  What should one never boast in (10:15)?   What did Paul hope might one day be a part of what he would be allowed to do (10:16)?
6. What important truths does he hold up about boasting (10:17-18)?                                                                                                                  
