                                                                                                                                 Second Corinthians
                                                                      Lesson 9:  8:8—9:15
Review
  Paul completed his important words of commendation to the brethren in chapter seven by saying that he had boasted to Titus in their behalf  (7:14), and  “Therefore I rejoice that I have confidence in you in everything” (7:16).  He uses this platform of his trust in them to encourage the brethren to finish putting together their gift for the needy saints in Jerusalem. Paul had initially given them instructions concerning this gift in 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 and we are able to know that letter must have been sent to them about a year earlier (2 Corinthians 9:2).  This gift would have special significance as a token of the Gentiles’ love for their Jewish brethren (cf. Romans 15:25-28).

   In the apostle’s admonitions to the Corinthians he uses the wonderful example of the Macedonians to stir them to show great generosity (8:1-5).  The key to their overwhelming actions was the fact that they had first given themselves to the Lord and to His servants (8:5). We are also able to see that Titus must have discussed this very matter at length with them when he had been in Corinth (8:6), for Paul was sending him back with this letter of Second Corinthians and the charge to have the contribution prepared when Paul and others would arrive (8:16-17; 9:3-5).   
Overview of Text

  Although the specific matter under consideration in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 is giving for the needy saints in Jerusalem, yet there are a number of important principles about Christian service that can be applied to a vast number of matters.  We remember that as a part of Paul’s defense of his apostleship in this book, he discusses those actions which should be true of genuine service to Christ.  The point alluded to in the previous paragraph about the Macedonians is indicative of how the Spirit guided Paul in all of his words to say those things that would help build up these saints, benefit others Christians and cause God to be glorified.  An important aspect of this discussion was the assurance that God would enable them to have “an abundance for every good work” (9:8).  
Questions

1. Paul had begun this section by speaking of the example of what Christians (8:1-5)?  What other example does Paul appeal to (8:9)?  Why is this example even more powerful for the Corinthians to consider?

2. When had the Corinthians first made plans to be involved in giving to this need (8:10)? What does he say that they now needed to do?  What lesson is there in this about many good works we might consider?
3. What was the measure by which their gift would be judged (8:12)?  Is this in keeping with what Paul had said about as one “may prosper” in 1 Corinthians 16:2? What did Paul want them to understand he was not attempting to do (8:13f)?

4. What do we know about the brother that was coming with Titus (8:18)?  What was Paul concerned about (8:19-21)?  What lesson is there in this for the handling of the finances of the brethren?   What does Paul encourage them to demonstrate (8:24)?

5. What was Paul trying to assure in sending these brethren on ahead (9:2-5)?  What should be the reason for giving (9:5)?   What is a general truism or rule in regard to spiritual sowing (9:6)?     
6. What do you think is meant by “let each one give as he has purposed in his heart” (9:7)?

What is God able to do in regard to one’s desire to help in good works (9:8)? What was produced by the generosity of brethren in such works (9:12)?  What did it do for relations between the Jewish and Gentile Christians (9:13-14)?

7. What is the indescribable gift that is referred to in 9:15?
