                                                                                                                                  Second Corinthians
                                                                       Lesson 8: 7:2—8:7
Review

 We have said that the book of Second Corinthians may reveal as much of the apostle Paul’s heart as any letter which he wrote. While the early chapters give solid hints to how personal a letter one finds in these pages, it is certainly in chapters six and seven that any remaining doubts are removed.  Despite the great challenges which Paul had faced in his care for these brethren and the fact that some were fostering the worst kind of doubts about him, yet he loved them immensely. He knew how patient God had been with him and he was ready to do whatever was humanly necessary in order to protect them from the teachers who were troubling them.  The apostle’s only goal was  to see them remain faithful to Christ.  As he assures them of his deep love for them (6:11), he asks that they reciprocate in like fashion (6:12-13), and that they separate themselves from those whose influence would bring  alienation with God (6:14f). 
Overview of Text

  As noted in the introduction to these lessons, chapter seven of second Corinthians is pivotal in understanding the setting for Paul’s penning of the letter.  Paul had sent Titus to the Corinthians to further encourage them to accept the admonitions which the apostle had so urgently written to them in the sorrowful letter (cf. 2:2-4).  He says in chapter two that even though an opportunity in the gospel had presented itself in Troas, he had “no rest” in his spirit and went on into Macedonia with hopes of meeting Titus there.  It is then in chapter seven where Paul speaks more fully to his being united with Titus and his reaction to the news his brother carried.  He expresses his great joy in hearing that the Corinthians have repented and explains the connection of godly sorrow to repentance and salvation.  His praise of them is genuine and effusive. He will use this opportunity to express confidence in them in urging them to generosity in regard to the needy saints and in taking the right view of the dangers threatening them.
  [Rather than trying to crowd all of Paul’s thoughts regarding the contribution into lesson nine, we will introduce his opening thoughts in chapter eight in this lesson.]
Questions

1. What seems to have made it necessary for Paul to write what he does in 7:2, i.e. “we have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one,…”?   You will find similar sentiments in 12:15-18)?  How could  the apostle’s work be effected by such charges?
2. What connection did Paul feel with those he had worked to teach and convert (7:3)? Although we live in different times and there are no apostles, does that mean that preachers and teachers should have a different relationship with the brethren?

3. Do you think that the epistle’s opening words about comfort (1:3f) were related to the comfort he expresses in 7:5f?  Why did Paul’s reunion with Titus bring such great consolation?    
4. Why did Paul not regret that his letter had brought them sorrow?  What is “godly sorrow” in contrast with the “sorrow of the world” (7:9-11)?    What were all of the things that Paul could say their sorrow had produced?

5. How should we understand Paul’s words in 7:12?  Is this thought a parallel to that in 2:4? When is the right time for teachers, etc. to produce “sorrow” in those who hear them?

6. How had the response of the Corinthians affected Titus?   What does this say about Titus? What assurances does it seem that Paul had given to Titus?   What did their actions produce within Titus towards them?

7. What is suggested by Paul’s words in 8:1?  What had evidently been the situation with the Macedonians (8:2)?  How is it possible for someone to give “beyond their ability”?  What was the key to their gift (8:5)?
