                                                                                                                                 Second Corinthians
                                                                      Lesson 7:  6:1—7:1
Review

  Although Paul’s primary purpose in writing the book of 2 Corinthians was to defend his apostleship, we have stated several times that there are a number of other  important themes which he touches on and this is well reflected in the thoughts he has expressed to the brethren in chapter five.  It is no mere coincidence that he has brought up the matter of a coming judgment (5:10), and has reminded them that those given life through the death of Jesus “should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again” (5:15).  The apostles modeled for all men what dedication to Christ should resemble.  The Corinthians, should have come to realize the significance of such service. Not only in being able to judge the Jewish teachers who were now troubling the church, but also in reflection on their own motives and actions.  The apostle has reminded them of how they were now  to be a “new creation” (5:17). They must not forget that their reconciliation to God had come at great cost, for Jesus, who knew no sin, had become sin, to make them righteous (5:21).  

Overview of Text

  The opening verse of chapter six reflects the reasoning behind Paul’s discussion to this point. There was a real danger that the great treasures of the gospel could be lost to them (6:1). Some believe that it was the on-going threat of worldliness and immorality (notice 12:20,21) that is most intended by Paul’s warning of danger, but the context then becomes a strange mixture as he so quickly turns back to a reflection of the work and experiences of God’s faithful teachers (cf. 6:3—13).  This teacher finds it more likely that he is referring to the danger presented by the false teachers.  Paul told the Galatians that if they attempted to be justified by the law, they had fallen from grace (Galatians 5:4). The same would be true of any Corinthians who allowed these men to saddle them to a ministry of condemnation (2 Cor. 3:6-9).  A terrible side-effect of falling into such  error would no doubt include a backward slide regarding the works of the flesh (consider Galatians 5:13-26).  It then seems possible that the fellowship which held such danger for them (cf. 6:14) was that of these false teachers and where those doctrines would carry them.
Questions

1. How do you understand Paul’s words in 6:2 as related to his pleading with them in verse 1?   Could Paul’s thought possibly reflect that the Judaizing teachers had failed to properly show the great benefits of the Messiah’s coming?
2. What does Paul say the things enumerated in 6:3-10 did in regard to their ministry (6:4)? Would the same idea be true today in regard to those who are serving Christ in any other capacity?
3. What is implied about Paul’s relationship to the Corinthians in 6:11-13?  You will note that this appeal of concern is found again in 7:2-4.   How should Christians deal with each other when there are times when relationships are strained?  How likely is it that such times may occur and what kinds of matters might cause possible strains in relationships?

4. What is suggested by the wording of one’s being “unequally yoked” (6:14)?  Could this principle be applied to many areas of a Christian’s walk?  What are the possible areas of application that Paul has in mind in writing to the Corinthians?

5. What kind of relationship had God intended to have with His people (6:16)?  What did this language suggest?   What must take place in order for this to take place (6:17)? 
6. What promises are referred to in 7:1?  What is suggested about man’s having a personal part to play in his cleansing? To what extent are we able to perfect holiness?  
