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Review
· We have previously noted that the relationship between Paul and the Corinthian church had been greatly strained because of  1)Their failure to accept his attempts to correct them, and 2) Some false teachers had come in among them attacking Paul’s apostleship.
· Paul had evidently made a quick visit to Corinth to try and correct matters but the issues had not been resolved.
· Finally Titus had met Paul as he journeyed through Macedonia and brought him news that the Corinthians had repented of their sins but the influence of the false teachers on the church still had to be resolved.
· Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia, rejoicing in their repentance but condemning the false teachers. A significant theme within the book is a discussion of what should characterize the work of faithful apostles and all true servants of Christ.
An Overview of 2:1-17
In  the second half of chapter one Paul had reassured the church that his change of plans for visiting them was not based on carnal wisdom but out of spiritual concern for what was best.  Paul had not come as first planned because of his desire to spare them.  These thoughts are continued as one moves into chapter two and we learn that Paul had come to them previously in sorrow (2:1).  This teacher believes that this is a reference to an unrecorded visit which Paul made to personally confront the church over their stubborn resistance to his admonitions and why that he could say in 12:14 and 13:1 that he was coming to them for the third time.  Severely reproving the brethren was not a task that Paul enjoyed and he speaks of the experience humbling him when he had come before (12:21).
We have previously noted that we believe that the letter which was so difficult for Paul to write and which caused grief  (2:3-4) was most likely the letter of 1 Corinthians. There are several portions in that book in which we find a fairly scathing rebuke being delivered by the apostle.  Part of his rebuke had been in regard to their arrogance over the way they had tolerated the man who had his father’s wife (1 Cor. 5).  It seems very possible that the one who Paul makes reference to in 2:5-10 is that particular man.  But the fact remains that whether 1 Corinthians is the severe letter or whether the one referred to in 2:5f is the same adulterer-- yet there had certainly been some difficult and unpleasant correspondence which Paul had experienced  with them.  Whatever the man of 2 Corinthians 2 had been guilty of, Paul encourages the brethren to reaffirm their love for him (2:7).
In the verses that follow Paul relates how anxious he had been to hear from Titus, even to the degree that he had passed up a wonderful opportunity to preach the truth in Troas (2:12-13).  And even though we will not learn until chapter 7 about the report which Titus gave to him, yet, the outcome is suggested by his words of 

thanksgiving to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ (2:14f).  As difficult as writing the letter had been and the visits by Paul and the others to speak to such strong words of admonishment to the Corinthians, yet the end result was the truth had triumphed in honest hearts.  The powerful effect of such teaching should also testify that Paul was not as those who peddle the word (2:15-17).
Questions

1. Why was it that Paul had decided not to come directly from Ephesus to visit the brethren as he had first planned?   What does Paul mean when he says that those who make him glad are those who he has made sorrowful  (please recognize that a reading of chapter 7 helps us to see this more clearly)?

2. What insight do we have about the apostle Paul from our reading of 2:4?   Parents probably understand this feeling as well as any.  Are difficult words of correction and rebuke necessary to preaching (See Acts 20:18-20,  26-27;  2 Timothy 3:16)?    Are such words easily spoken and how are they often received?

3. What did Paul’s writing to them of some of these difficult matters also do according to 2:9?  What does Paul mean in this case about the danger of Satan taking advantage of them (2:10-11)?
4. What is suggested by the idea that “a door was opened to me by the Lord” (2:12)?  Is it common for God to open up doors of opportunity to us and what might be some types of instances when He does so? What obligation is thrust upon us by being given opportunities?   Why is it understandable that Paul was not able to seize this particular opportunity?

5. In ancient Greece and Rome triumphant armies would return home and enter the city in parades where they would be showered with flowers.   What would the fragrance of the flowers represent to the victors and what would it represent to the captives who were brought along in attendance?

6. The first hint of false teachers is introduced in 2:17.  What is the idea of one peddling the word?  How does Paul contrast his motive in teaching?
