
                                                                                                                    Second Corinthians
                                                            Lesson 1- Introduction

Although the epistle of Second Corinthians has not received the attention given its sister letter, many recognize it as one of the richest written by Paul and critically important to knowing him as a man and apostle. As he describes the ministry of the apostles and their co-workers it encourages us to be of the same spirit in our service to Jesus Christ and His people.
The Setting

After Paul’s important work on his second missionary journey in Corinth (cf. Acts 18:1-18), he made a short visit to Ephesus on his way back to the feast in Jerusalem and eventually Antioch (18:19-22).  In time the apostle launched his third preaching journey, traveling to Ephesus, and spending  three years laboring there. Many assume these were very likely his most difficult, but yet, most productive years.
 During what we may judge as the last 8-15 months of his work in Ephesus Paul receives word from the house of Chloe  that a carnal spirit of division has  invaded the church. Shortly after Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus  bring a gift from the Corinthian brethren and it seems likely that they also carried news of the state of the church (cf. 1 Cor. 16:17-18)   In addition a letter (perhaps carried by these men)  has also arrived containing a number of questions which the brethren were uncertain about (1 Cor. 7:1, etc.).

This news and the letter prompted Paul to write the letter we know as 1 Corinthians. (It does not seem important to note that Paul had written an earlier epistle to them which has been lost to us --1 Cor. 5:9). 
We are not sure who carried the letter of 1 Corinthians  although some feel it was likely Timothy despite the  uncertain wording of 1 Corinthians 16:10 (cf. 4:17-21).  At least it seems certain that Timothy was to visit them and no doubt urge them to accept the strong admonitions contained in the epistle.
Unfortunately, it seems  clear  that their response to the letter and the  visit of Timothy did not move them to correct matters and  Paul’s language convinces us that he saw the matter as urgent enough to make a quick trip to Corinth in order to confront them personally.  (This is what we believe is suggested in 2 Corinthians 12:14; 13:1 and also implied in 2:1).

(2)
Although the exact timing and sequence of some of these events is difficult to know,  yet sometime after the writing of 1 Corinthians (and Paul’s visit)  the apostle had sent Titus, with the mission of moving them to repentance before he came as planned.  Certainly all of these things speaks to a very strained relationship between Paul and certain members of the Corinthian church. We can well imagine the great anxiety he felt over the welfare of these brethren.
Upon leaving Ephesus, Paul’s great concern for the Corinthians caused him to pass up a great opportunity in Troas so that he could hurry onward into Macedonia with the hopes of  meeting Titus and learning the results of his efforts.  In Macedonia Paul meets Titus and learns that the Corinthians had repented and he rejoices (2:12-13; 7:4-12).

Although Titus had brought some wonderful news yet the apostle  learns of a new problem. Judaizing teachers have come to Corinth, evidently carrying some kind of letters of recommendation and claiming to be apostles.  In making this claim for themselves they also had to  attack the apostleship of Paul. (2 Cor. 3:1, 6-15; 11:12-13; etc.). 

The Penning of 2 Corinthians
Paul then writes the letter of 2 Corinthians telling them of the comfort he has received in the news from Titus, but also dealing with the attacks made by the  false teachers.   His words for these men are among the sharpest he is led to write by the Spirit and are a clear warning to the Corinthians of the danger they posed.

Some Additional thoughts:
· Among the prominent sub-themes we find the most thorough discussion of the motives which must attend a Christian’s giving into a local collection (2 Corinthians 8,9).  
· Many consider the epistle to be the most personal of all of Paul’s letters and give us insights into his person and challenges which are not recorded in any other New Testament text. 
· The letter is carried by Titus back to the Corinthians, urging them to finish their collection for the needy saints and to recognize and properly deal with the false teachers prior to

his coming. They are warned to put away any sins which they had not repented of.
· The letter of 1 Corinthians was written only a year prior to 2 Corinthians (probably less as they would consider these expressions that refer to passing of time –2 Cor. 9:2).

Prelude to An Examination of the Text
1.  In 2 Corinthians 2 Paul will talk about not wanting to come to them again in sorrow  (2:1) and we have mentioned in our comments above that it seems that he very possibly made a hasty trip from Ephesus in order to address their spiritual problems.  He also speaks of a letter which 
he wrote them which caused him great anguish of heart and brought them sorrow (2:3-4).  Why would you think that “letter” is (or is not) the letter of 1 Corinthians?  Does his mentioning of an individual in 2:5-10 lead you to lean toward accepting 1 Corinthians as the severe letter?
2. What had been the apostle’s original purpose for planning to visit the Corinthian brethren  (1 Corinthians 16:1-4)?  What were going to be the travel details of that visit (1 Cor. 16:5-9)? Does it seem that Paul must have sent word of  some other plans when you compare 2 Corinthians 1:15-16?   What had been his thinking in making these plans mentioned in 2 Corinthians?   [We will find in our next lesson in chapter 1 that Paul’s critics have evidently pointed to his untrustworthy character in the plans he made in his work.]
3. We have mentioned in our introduction that Paul was very anxious to meet Titus in Macedonia and learn what the response of the Corinthians had been to his efforts to move them to repentance.  Paul’s words of thanksgiving for their response must not be overlooked as an important sub-theme in Paul’s letter. Despite the frustrations which Paul had felt for the problems at Corinth he still felt a deep concern and affection for these brethren which is clearly evidenced throughout the letter.
The ancient city of Corinth had been destroyed by the Romans in 146 B.C. and a new city built a hundred years later over its ruins. It became a thriving center of trade but was infamous for its ungodliness. The famous temple of Aphrodite was built on the summit of the Acro Corinthus which was supposedly served by 1,000 temple prostitutes.





Although there are several sub-themes contained in the book of 2 Corinthians, it is primarily Paul’s defense of his apostleship and  an explanation of what it means to faithfully minister to Christ.








