   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 10—May 8, 2011

    Hebrews 10:1-39
Review and Introduction
 The writer’s discussion of the greatness of the sacrifice of Jesus is given deeper meaning in the matters found in the first part of chapter ten.  In chapter nine we had seen that just as under the law the high priest brought blood into the holy of holies to offer up for his own sins and the sins of the people, so Jesus also came into the true sanctuary bringing blood.  The blood He brought was His own and it did not need to be offered for His own sins.  The basis upon which His own blood was far more effective to its purpose and the permanent nature of that sacrifice were critical facts for the Hebrews to understand.   
  The message then looks to the carefully presented arguments which have been  laid out as the basis for “drawing near” and “holding fast the confession of [their, ra]....hope” (10:22-23). Should this brethren choose instead to abandon their calling and duties there remained “a certain fearful expectation of judgment and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries” (10:26).  
  As a means of further encouragement he reminds them of the “former days” (10:32), when they first obeyed the gospel and the clear evidence they had exhibited of their convictions.  The author wants to assure these brethren that he had confidence that they could overcome the challenges they were facing.
Hebrews 10:1-39
1. What was there about the nature of the law that helps us to understand its inadequacy (10:1)?   Thus what must be concluded about those sacrifices offered under the law? How does the point in verse 2 support this fact?
2. What do you think is basically meant by the idea that in “those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year” (10:3)?   Why should it seem reasonable to conclude that the “blood of bulls and goats” could not take away sin?

(2)
3. Who is the One that is spoken of in Psalm 40:6f)?  What is it that this One had come to do in verses 7-9?    Why is obedience or the doing of God’s will so critical to one being able to have fellowship with God?    How are these thoughts related to 7:26 and 9:14?
4. Why is Jesus sitting at the right hand of God instead of standing day by day offering sacrifices?

5. How does this action then confirm God’s promise in the new covenant (10:16-18)?

6. What should naturally be the effect of what Jesus accomplished (10:19-23)? What responsibility should we also want to attend to in regard to others (10:24-25)?

7. What do you see as willful sin (10:26)?  In what sense should we understand that there is no longer a sacrifice for sins?   What has one done in returning to sin after receiving a knowledge of the truth (10:29)?    What must naturally occur in regard to such a decision (10:30-31)?
8. What had been evidence that there had been a true degree of conviction that once dwelt within these Christians (10:32-34)?   What did they need (10:36)?  How true is that of people today?
