Esther Class: Lesson 6






           April 20, 2011
Esther Chapter 5
Plot Summary:  After fasting for three days, Esther boldly approaches the king’s throne.  King Xerxes spares her life and grants her request that he come to a banquet together with Haman.  Esther has a chance to make a request at the banquet, but delays petitioning the king until a second banquet.  Haman is thrilled with the invitation to the second banquet, but is furious that Mordecai continues to refuse to reverence him.  Haman exalts himself before his friends, who urge him to eliminate Mordecai.
Discussion Questions

1. Chapter 5 marks the transition of initiative from Mordecai to Esther.  Before moving on, what lessons can we learn as parents (or soon-to-be parents) from Mordecai’s example in chapters 2-4?
2. Esther provides an example of the importance of seeking the prayers and support of our fellow Christians when faced with a difficult challenge.  What similar instruction does Paul provide in Ephesians 6:18-20?  What is the context of that instruction?
3. What was Esther’s purpose in fasting?  (see Ezra 8:21)  What role can fasting play for Christians?  (see Acts 13:1-3; 14:23; 1 Corinthians 7:5)
4. Esther’s three-day fast is an example of waiting on the Lord for guidance and strength.  What does Isaiah 40:31 say about the importance of waiting on the Lord?  (see also Isaiah 41:10,13; Psalm 32:8; 37:7-9)

5. How do Esther’s actions in v. 1-2 illustrate Isaiah 40:31?

6. How did the king respond when Esther stood before him?  What promise did he make her?  What was her first request?  Why might she have done this instead of just making her ultimate request?
7. What does the king say to Esther at the banquet?  What request does she make then?  What virtue does she demonstrate?  (see Eccl. 7:8-9)
8. How does Mordecai respond to Haman?  What consistent virtue do we see from him?  (see Psalm 37:7-11)
9. List four things that Haman bragged about to his friends.  What did he say upset him?
10. What character traits does Haman illustrate in v. 9-14?  What are the dangers of such an attitude?  (see Proverbs 11:2; 16:18; 18:11-12; 29:23)
11. What are some examples from the Old Testament of people getting into trouble because they did not wait on the Lord?  What things can prevent us from waiting on Him?
12. Esther expressed the confidence of faith in 4:16, demonstrating it in 5:1-2.  What enables us to go before the throne of our King with confidence?  (see John 14:13-14; Romans 5:1-2; Hebrews 4:14-16)  What petitions are we to present?  (see Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6-7)  
