Esther Class: Lesson 5






           April 13, 2011
Esther Chapter 4
Plot Summary:  Mordecai begins to mourn, having learned about Haman’s plot and Xerxes’ edict.  Esther hears about Mordecai’s grief and sends Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, to find out what is troubling Mordecai.  Mordecai informs Esther about the king’s edict and urges her to intervene with Xerxes on behalf of her people, but Esther is concerned for her safety.  With confidence in God’s plan, Mordecai suggests that God has placed Esther in this position for this purpose.  Esther is persuaded and decides to go before Xerxes, despite the risk.  She calls for the Jews to gather and fast for her.
Discussion Questions

1. How do the following people react to the king’s order, and why?
a. Haman and Xerxes

b. The people of Susa

c. Mordecai

d. The Jews

2. What did Esther do when she heard of Mordecai’s distress?  How did he respond?
3. What did Mordecai ask of Esther?  What information did he provide?
4. How did Esther respond to Mordecai’s request?  Why would she have difficulty fulfilling it?  Is her reaction understandable?  Why?
5. How did Mordecai respond to Esther’s hesitancy?  Was he too harsh on her?  What does his response reveal about his relationship with Esther?
6. What statement does Mordecai make about God’s care for his people in v. 14?  What does this indicate about his faith?  What does he ask Esther to recognize about herself?
7. What did Esther request of Mordecai in vv. 15-16?  How would you describe her attitude?
8. What can we learn from Mordecai’s example in this chapter?
9. What can we learn from Esther’s example in this chapter?

10. How important is it to seek the support of other Christians when faced with a difficult challenge?  How important is it for us to provide this support for others?  (see Ephesians 6:18-20, Philippians 1:18-19)

11. What role did fasting play in the Old Testament?  What does the New Testament say about fasting?  How does fasting relate to prayer?
12. What promises has God made to us that we can turn to for hope and assurance when we face adversity?
