WORSHIP FROM GOD’S HOLY TEMPLE
Part 2

In this lesson we will consider the word in worship, prayer in the assemblies and
the saints’ giving.

. THE WORD IN WORSHIP

A. Reading of the Word

1. Deuteronomy 31:11-13; Joshua 8:33-35

Moses reads the Law to the nation after the appointment of Joshua as part of
Moses’ last acts as leader of Israel. Joshua commands the reading of the Law at
Mount Ebal.

Deuteronomy 31:11-13

1" when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose, you
shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing. 12 Assemble the people, men, women, and little
ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God,
and be careful to do all the words of this law, 13 and that their children, who have not known it, may
hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the land that you are going over the
Jordan to possess.”

Joshua 8:33-35

33 And all Israel, sojourner as well as native born, with their elders and officers and their judges, stood
on opposite sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, half of them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, just as Moses the
servant of the LORD had commanded at the first, to bless the people of Israel. 3 And afterward he
read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of
the Law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all the
assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them.

Question 1°: What was Moses' purpose in commanding the reading of the law before
Israel? (Consider Exodus 24:7; Deut. 4:8)

2. 2Kings 23:2-3

Josiah orders the reading of the Law at the Temple after the Book of Law is
discovered.

2 Kings 23:2-3

2 And the king went up to the house of the LORD, and with him all the men of Judah and all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem and the priests and the prophets, all the people, both small and great. And he
read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the house of the
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LORD. 3 And the king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the
LORD and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all his heart and all his
soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people joined in
the covenant.

Question 2° How does this event show the connection between instructing in the
word and renewal of God's people's commitment to Him?

3. Nehemiah 8:1-8

Ezra reads the Law to the assembly of Jews in Jerusalem after the return from
exile.

Nehemiah 8

1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra
the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the
priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what
they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who
could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the
scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael,
Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. > And Ezra opened
the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the
people stood. & And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen,
Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to
the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the
people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

Question 3°- What purpose did Ezra have in reading the law? What spirit toward
the law did the people demonstrate both in preparation for the reading and in the
hearing of the word?

4. 1 Timothy 4:13

Paul commands Timothy the evangelist to continue in his teaching duties to the
church, including the reading of scripture?

1 Timothy 4:13
13 Until | come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.
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Thought Questions-

Considering the example from Nehemiah 8, what attitude toward the reading of
God's word should we have?

What purpose should we have in the reading of God's word in our worship?

B. The Preaching of the Word

The proclaiming of God's word is also seen as an important part of fulfilling
God's purpose in His revelation to the world and the instruction of His people.

1. Nehemiah 8:7-8

Ezra reads the Law and the Levites give the “understanding” to the people.

Nehemiah 8

7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah,
Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people
remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading.

2. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
Paul reminds Timothy of the power and purpose of God’s word.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

English Standard Version (ESV)

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, '7 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

3. Colossians 3:16

Paul commands Christians to publicly teach each other in song.

Colossians 3:16

English Standard Version (ESV)

16 et the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

4. Titus 1:1-3

Paul’s declaration about the purpose of his preaching.
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Titus 1

1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God's elect and
their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who
never lies, promised before the ages began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the
preaching with which | have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior;

AA

Thought questions-

From these examples, what purpose should preaching seek to achieve among
God's people?

How should God's people view the preaching of the word? What should they
want to receive from it?

Il. PRAYER IN THE ASSEMBLIES

We will look at prayer in the assemblies of the Church (what may be called
“public prayer”) including examples of such prayer and its purpose as instructed by
the Apostles.

A. 1 Kings 8:22-61. Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication

Solomon’s prayer before Israel instructs on the purpose of such public prayer.

230 LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping
covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their heart; 24 you
have kept with your servant David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with your mouth, and
with your hand have fulfilled it this day.

27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you;
how much less this house that | have built! 28 Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his
plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this
day, 2 that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you have said,
‘My name shall be there,” that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 30
And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And
listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

52 et your eyes be open to the plea of your servant and to the plea of your people Israel, giving ear to
them whenever they call to you. 33 For you separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to
be your heritage, as you declared through Moses your servant, when you brought our fathers out of
Egypt, O Lord GOD.”

% “Blessed be the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not
one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant.

61 Let your heart therefore be wholly true to the LORD our God, walking in his statutes and keeping his
commandments, as at this day.”

—4-
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Question 4- Was Solomon’s prayer directed to the people as well as God? What did
he remind and instruct the people about God?

B. Example of the Early Church

The Book of Acts contains many examples of the Church at prayer (either in
groups or whole assemblies) from which we can learn about the place of prayer in
our worship assemblies.

Acts 1:13-14

13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. ™ All these with one accord were
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his
brothers.

Acts 2:42-47

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. 4 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their
food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Acts 4:23-32
23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the
elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said,
“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 2 who
through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,
“Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 28 The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed'—
27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do
whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 2° And now, Lord, look upon their
threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch
out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.

Acts 6:4-6
4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” > And what they said pleased
the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and

Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. ¢ These they
set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

- 5-
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Acts 12:5, 12

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church... 12 When he
realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where
many were gathered together and were praying.

Acts 13
T Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which | have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off.

Acts 16:25
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them,

Acts 20:36-37

36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 And there was much
weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because
of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again.

Question 5. How important was assembling in prayer to the early Church?

Question 6 What was the relationship of prayer to the early Christians’ fellowship
and work with one another? (For example, Acts 4:23-32, Acts 6:4-6, Acts 20:36)

Question 7° In what type of circumstances did they pray together? What did they
pray for?

lll. GIVING BY THE SAINTS

We conclude by considering giving in the Church. Again, numerous examples
from the early Church instruct us on the spirit, purpose and place of giving.

A. The Early Christians Attitude Toward God, Each O ther and Possessions

Giving by the saints began with their attitude toward their possessions and each
other.



WORSHIP FROM GOD’S HOLY TEMPLE
Part 2

Acts 2:43-45

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. # And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.

Acts 4:32
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the
things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common.

Acts 9:39

39 So Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the
widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she
was with them.

Question 8° How did the Christians view their possessions in light of their
fellowship with one another?

Question 9° What prompted the saints’ willingness to view each other and their
property in this way? Acts. 2:43.

B. The Spirit Motivating Giving

Acts 10:1-4

1 At Caesarea there was a man named Comelius, a centurion of what was known as the lItalian
Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people,
and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of
God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?”
And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God.

Acts 11: 27-30

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 26 And one of them named
Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this
took place in the days of Claudius). 2° So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to
send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of
Barnabas and Saul.

Question 10-What caused Cornelius and the Antiochan Christians to give? How did
the Lord view that giving? Acts 10:4.

2 Corinthians 8:1-14

1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of
Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as | can
testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part

_ 7=
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in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord
and then by the will of God to us. ¢ Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should
complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.

8 | say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine.
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 10 And in this matter | give my judgment:
this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. '* So now
finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of
what you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not
according to what he does not have. '3 For | do not mean that others should be eased and you
burdened, but that as a matter of fairness '* your abundance at the present time should supply their
need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness.

2 Corinthians 9:5-15
5 So | thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the gift you
have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all
things at all times, you may abound in every good work. ° As it is written,

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 1! You will be enriched in every way to be generous in
every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 2 For the ministry of this service is not
only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. '3 By their
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, 1
while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. '® Thanks
be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Question 11°:What must Christians do first prior to giving? 2 Cor. 8:5, 11; 2 Cor. 9:5.

Question 12:Should Christians view giving as an obligation or a privilege of sharing
with the saints? 2 Cor. 8:4, 2 Cor 9:5. How will having an attitude toward our
possessions like the early Christians help us to have the correct view?

Question 13:How does Paul describe giving? 2 Cor. 8:7; 9:12; Romans 12:6-8.

Question 14:What confidence can Christians have in giving? 2 Cor. 9:10-15.
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