Powerful Passages from the Old Testament

Gentiles Admitted

Hosea 2:23   And I will sow her to Me in the earth. And I will have mercy on No-mercy. And I will say to Not-my-people, You are My people. And they shall say, My God. 

Supporting Passages:
Romans 9:25-26

Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15:16-18

Isaiah 2:2-3

Isaiah 11:10; Rom 15:12
Isaiah 42:1; Matthew 12:17-21

Exodus 19:5-6; Deu. 4:20; Deu. 7:6; Deu. 29:9
Acts 9:15; Acts 10:28; Acts 11:18; Acts 13:47-48; Acts 15:7-9
Romans 3:29-30; Romans 11:11; Romans 15:12

Ephesians 3:1-6; Ephesians 3:8-9; Romans 11:25; Romans 15:25-26
The apostle Peter was sent by God to preach the gospel to the centurion Cornelius and he and other Gentiles were added to the church.  Did this represent a change in God’s mind?  For the most part the Jews rejected Christ as the Messiah, participated in his crucifixion and refused to accept the gospel.  Did God turn to the Gentiles because the Jews rejected Christ?  Did God abandon the Jews?  During this lesson we will find that God always had planned to include the Gentiles in the church along with the Jews.  We will explore the meaning of Hosea 2:23 and other Old Testament passages that show this was prophesied.
Hosea Chapters 1 and 2

Hosea prophesied for approximately 38 years, during which time he prophesied the destruction of Israel and exile of the people to Assyria.  He prophesied the destruction of Israel when it was far into the future and then lived to see it come to pass. God instructed him to marry a “wife of adultery” and used his relationship with her as a parallel to God’s relationship with Israel.  
1.
Why did God tell Hosea to take a wife of adultery? (Hosea 1:2)
2.
How are the names given to Hosea’s children applied to Israel? (Hosea 1:4-9)
3.
How was the promise God made to Abraham used to show that Israel would regain favor with God after he had abandoned them? (Hosea 1:10)

4.
Does Hosea 1:11 refer to the return from Babylonian captivity or to the coming of Christ?
5.
How does Paul interpret Hosea 2:23? (Romans 9:24-26)
6.
How does Paul use references to Old Testament scriptures to illustrate God’s right to chose?  (Romans 9:11-18)
Amos 9

Although Amos lived in Judah, God sent him to announce God’s judgment on the northern kingdom of Israel.  He begins with prophesies against the neighboring nations that were enemies to Israel and then calls Israel to account for their idolatry and overall ungodliness.  He foretells the desolations that were coming upon them and concludes with a promise of the setting up of the Messiah's kingdom and the happiness of God's spiritual Israel therein.
7.
How can we know that Amos refers to Gentiles being admitted to the church in Amos 9:11-12? (Acts 15:15-16)
8.
Is Amos still talking about the church or the literal restoration of Israel in Amos 9:14-15?
Prophesies of Isaiah
Isaiah was the greatest of the “writing prophets.”  He made many prophesies pertaining to the coming of the Messiah, some of which were coupled with prophesies showing God would accept Gentiles into the new kingdom (e.g., the church).  He prophesied the exile of both Israel and Judah as well as the defeat of Assyria and Babylon.  He told that some, a remnant, would return and rebuild Jerusalem.  
9.
What time frame does Isaiah refer to as “the last days” in Isaiah 2:2-3 and other verses?
10.
How can we be sure Isaiah refers to Gentiles being admitted to the church in Isaiah 11:10? (Romans 15:12)

11.
Is Isaiah referring to himself, Cyrus or Christ in Isaiah 42:1? (Matt. 12:17-18)

12.
Is Isaiah referring to the Gentiles in Isaiah 65:1? (Romans 10:20)
13.
Cite some examples in the book of Acts where Gentiles are admitted into the church?

The Mystery Revealed

We have examined only a few of the Old Testament scriptures that show God had always intended for the Gentiles to be admitted into the church.  We might wonder why the Jews did not recognize this fact from a careful examination of the scriptures.  We can wonder the same thing as it pertains to recognizing Jesus as the Messiah.  However, it seems to be the case with the Gentiles that God did not intend for the Jews to know his plan until “the fullness of the nations comes in.” (Romans 11:25)  Paul refers to this as a mystery which in other ages was not made know to the sons of men but is now made plain and made known to all nations. 
14.
How was “the mystery” made known to the apostles and prophets? (Ephesians 3:1-6)

15.
What role did Paul have with respect to the mystery?  (Ephesians 3:8-9)
16.
How does Paul summarize God’s plan with respect to the mystery?  (Romans 16:25-26)
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