   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 6—April 10, 2011

    Hebrews 5:12—6:20
Review and Introduction
  In chapter four the writer has launched into his discussion of Jesus as our High Priest. The inspired text reveals how that the Lord was pre-eminently qualified for this work, being both God and man.  His full acquaintance with our nature enables Him to be sympathetic and thus God’s children may feel boldness in coming to Him for mercy and grace (4:14-16). 
  This priesthood of Jesus was possible because He was called “According to the order of Melchizedek” (5:6). There were several things that the author wanted to go on to say about this mysterious individual and his rank  but at this point he pauses to comment on the spiritual immaturity of his audience.   He candidly writes them…  “Of whom  [Melchizedek, ra]  we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing” (5:11).  These words begin a section of strong admonition and warning that will continue through 6:8.   These Christians were indeed, “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling…” (3:1), but the reality was that they had not grown as they should have spiritually.  By reason of time they should have been teachers, but instead needed someone to instruct them again on “the first principles of the oracles of God” (5:12).
  Despite the initial stinging nature of his appraisal the author is anxious to encourage these brethren to press on “to perfection” (6:1,) and he follows his sobering illustration of what befalls barren ground by offering the optimistic sentiment: “But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you…” (6:9). There is a certain and strong hope that should help to sustain the child of God in his moments of greatest challenge (6:9-20).  This last section of chapter six contains some of the most reassuring and reasonable dialogue in Scripture for a Christian’s confidence.
Hebrews 5:12—6:20
1. What common illustration is used in the text to distinguish different levels of spirituality? What are babes said to be “unskilled” in?  What does that mean?
2. What do those who are “of full age” (NKJV) have their senses exercised to do (5:14)? Why is this ability obviously so crucial?
(2)
3. Some are prone to think that the “perfection” of 6:1 is simply a spiritual maturity and others that it is intending a “completeness” in Christ as compared to the “incompleteness” of the Old Testament order (cf. 7:11, 19; 9:9,11; etc.).  What do you think and why?

4. What things are mentioned as the “first principles” of Christ?  Do you think these are Old or New Testament based principles and does it matter to our basic understanding of the book’s message?
5. What is it “impossible” to do according to 6:4-6?   Since all things are “possible” with God (Matthew 19:26) how can the writer use this language?    What illustration does the writer use in making his point?

6. What does the writer want his readers to recognize (6:10)?  Based on this, what desire does he have for them (6:11)?  What kind of sluggishness or laziness is meant (6:12)?

7. Explain why it is that one can  have such a profound assurance of the promises that God has made (6:13f)?   How were these readers particularly aware of the strength of God’s promises to Abraham?
8. What do you think is meant by “The Presence behind the veil”?  Who has entered there in our behalf?  By what right (6:20)?
