   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 5—April 3, 2011 

    Hebrews 4:14—5:11
Review and Introduction
  The author of Hebrews has worded an urgent appeal to his readers in chapter three who were in danger of allowing “an evil heart of unbelief” to develop within them and cause a departure “from the living God” (3:12).  The wilderness generation had so many benefits that were afforded them as God brought them out of Egypt, but because they went “astray in their hearts” they were not able to enter the special rest which God had prepared for them (3:10-11).
   The text of chapter four explains that there was another rest, a superior rest, which still remains for the people of God, and therefore Christians are entreated to “be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience” (cf. 4:9-11).

   The work of Jesus in purging “our sins” was introduced in the opening verses of the epistle (cf. 1:3), and He is most specifically referred to as a “merciful and faithful High Priest” as the Spirit describes the purposes fulfilled in His becoming flesh (2:17-18).  This important subject  dominates the writer’s appeal from 4:14—10:18. 

   Just as we have seen the frequent comparisons showing the superiority of Jesus to the prophets, the angels, and to Moses, so we will notice how that the Son of God is a far “better” high priest than those who served under the law.  Indeed, He is the perfect high priest, called by God in accordance with another order which was first written of in the law. 

Hebrews 4:14-5:11
1. The greatness of Christ and His work as High Priest is used by the writer as the grounds for the writer’s exhortation to steadfastness. The author begins this section by saying “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession” (4:14).  Do you think that it is always obvious when one is holding fast?   What do you think are some false measurements of a Christian’s faithfulness?
2.   How does the function of a high priest relate to both man and God?  

(2)

3. What does Jesus’ position as  High Priest enable Christians to do (4:16)?   What must one obviously be wary of in this regard (12:28-29)?

4. What important work was so central to a high priest’s duties (5:1)?  What does his humanity lend to his work? 
 Do you think the terms referring to sin in 5:2 infer that God feels no sympathy for man in his iniquity?  What did a high priest have to do for himself as well as for the people?
5. What is meant in verse 4 and how can this same point be made in regard to Jesus?  Although the matter will be discussed in further detail later in the letter, what insight does the quote in verse 6 give to Old Testament students?

6. The thought of 5:7 seems difficult in several ways but we remember that the writer is talking about how the human experience qualified Jesus to act as a high priest.  What do you see as the major point(s) which the writer is making in 5:7-8?    How could it be said that Jesus learned “obedience by the things which He suffered”?  

7. In what sense do you think it speaks of Jesus “having been perfected” (5:9)?  What did this then enable?    What important qualification is referred to here on man’s part and how does it relate to the basic appeal of the book?

8. Why does the author say there would be some things which would be difficult for him to explain (5:11)?
