Esther Class: Lesson 7






           April 27, 2011
Esther Chapters 5 & 6
Plot Summary:  Haman is thrilled to be invited to a second banquet, but is furious that Mordecai continues to refuse to reverence him.  Haman exalts himself before his friends, who urge him to eliminate Mordecai.  King Xerxes, unable to sleep, requests the chronicles of his reign and discovers that Mordecai had not been rewarded for his loyalty.  Xerxes asks Haman how such a man should be rewarded, and Haman answers, thinking that he will be the one recognized.  Haman is instead forced to honor Mordecai, and is told by his advisors that it is impossible to stand against Mordecai.  Haman is then hurried away to the second banquet.
Discussion Questions

1. How does Mordecai respond to Haman?  What consistent virtue do we see from him?  (see Psalm 37:7-11)  What can we learn from his example?
2. List four things that Haman bragged about to his friends.  What did he say upset him?
3. What character traits does Haman illustrate in 5:9-14?  What are the dangers of such an attitude?  (see Proverbs 11:2; 16:18; 18:11-12; 29:23)
4. Why was the king reading the chronicles of his reign?  What did he learn?  How did he respond to learning this?
5. Whom did Haman think the king wanted to honor?  What does this show about Haman?  What reward did Haman suggest?  How can we apply Luke 14:7-11 here?
6. What does the king command Haman to do?  What was the significance of wearing the king’s garments?  (see 1 Sam 18:4; Isaiah 61:3,10)
7. How does Mordecai react to the king’s honor?  What does this say about his spirit?  What can we learn from the contrasting examples of how Haman and Mordecai reacted to honors from the king?
8. How does Haman react to this reversal of fortune?  How can we prepare to respond when we face a similar situation?
9. What do Haman’s wife and his advisors counsel him about his struggle with Mordecai?  How might they have arrived at this conclusion?  Was their conclusion valid?  (see Genesis 12:2-3)

10. What assurances do we have today about the fate of those who stand against God’s people? 
