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March 23, 2011
Esther Chapter 2
Plot Summary:  King Xerxes, having banished Queen Vashti from his presence, goes along with the advice of his attendants and begins a search for a new queen.  Esther, a Jew, is taken according to Xerxes’ decree.  She gains the favor of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the women.  Following Hegai’s advice, Esther captures the favor of Xerxes, and he declares her his queen.
After those events, Mordecai, Esther’s cousin and guardian, discovers an assassination plot against Xerxes.  He tells Esther, who informs the king and credits Mordecai.  The conspirators are hanged, and the incident is recorded in the books of the annals.

Discussion Questions

1. How does the king respond to his attendants’ advice?  Why did the king follow Memucan’s advice?  What seems to motivate him and his advisors?  How does this apply to us today?  (see Proverbs 15:22; 19:20; 24:6)
2. Who was Mordecai?  How had his family come to be in Persia?

3. How would you describe Esther’s life prior to being taken to the palace?  What was Mordecai’s role in her life?

4. How does Hegai react to Esther?  How does this compare with Daniel 1:9?  What does this indicate about God’s role in Esther’s life?

5. What characteristics does Esther display in this chapter?  Are these characteristics we should seek to emulate?  If so, how can we go about developing them?

6. Do you think Esther reacted to the king in the same manner as the other women?  Could this have contributed to the king’s decision?

7. What counsel does Scripture give regarding beauty?  (see Proverbs 7:6-23; 31:30, Isaiah 53:2, and 1 Peter 3:3-5)
8. What does Mordecai’s presence at the gate indicate about his position, his character, and his relationship with Esther?  What did he learn because of this presence?
9. Who were Bigtha and Teresh?  What did they try to do?  What can we learn from their example?  (see Proverbs 14:17, 29)
10. Mordecai was not rewarded for his actions at the time, but a remembrance was written.  How does this compare to God’s remembrance of our actions?  (see Revelation 20:12)
11. What parallels are there between the events of this chapter and the story of Joseph?  (see verses 3-4, 9, and 21-23)

12. What do the examples of Esther and Daniel in Daniel 1 teach us about how Christians should respond to unbelievers in authority?
