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March 16, 2011
Esther Chapter 1
Plot Summary:  Xerxes, king of Persia, gives a banquet for the nobles and the political and military leaders of his empire in the capital city of Susa during the 3rd year of his reign.  On the 7th day of the feast for the residents of Susa, in high spirits from wine, the king orders his queen, Vashti, to appear before the guests and display her beauty.  When she refuses the king’s command, he permanently banishes her from his presence, at the recommendation of his counselors.  This edict is published throughout the realm, lest the queen’s example lead all women to disobey their husbands.
Discussion Questions

1. How do Xerxes and Vashti illustrate Proverbs 20:1-2?  How do the events of this chapter illustrate Proverbs 21:1?  How does this apply to our lives today?
2. This chapter illustrates how God can use even sinful men to fulfill His purposes.  How does this apply to us today? (2 Timothy 2:13)  What does this imply about God’s attitude towards sin? (Psalm 51)
3. How does Xerxes’ order to his wife compare to Peter’s instruction to husbands in 1 Peter 3:7?  Was Vashti justified in her response?
4. Xerxes’ counselors were concerned that Vashti’s prominence would cause other women to be swayed by her example.  What responsibility do we have concerning our potential influence on others?  Is this responsibility greater for those in positions of power?
5. How should a husband seek honor from his wife? (Ephesians 5:25-29)  Is this reflected in the events of chapter 1?
6. What other examples are brought to mind by Vashti’s sentence of being forbidden to enter the presence of the king? (For instance, 2 Samuel 14:23-24, 32-33, and Luke 18:9-14)  How does this apply to us, given man’s sinfulness and God’s holiness?  (Hebrews 9)
